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In this section,
you will learn
about...
1. Who the Tudors
were.

‘The Tudors’ is the name given to the period of time between 1485
CE and 1603 CE. This period earned its name from the kings and
queens of England and Wales, who were all
members of the Tudor royal family.
Tudor Kings and Queens

2. Which kings and
queens ruled
during the Tudor
era.
3. The major
changes that
occurred during
this time.

(and the years of their reign)

Henry VII (1485 – 1509)
Henry VIII (1509 – 1547)
Edward VI (1547 -1553)
Jane Grey (1553 – 1553)
Mary I (1553 – 1558)
Elizabeth I (1558 -1603)
The Tudor Rose was used to represent
the royal family during their reign.
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The Church
The largest building in each
village was usually a
church. Many of these
churches would have been
built in Anglo-Saxon and
Norman times. They were
often used to keep animals
in when there were no
services. This meant the
floor of the church was
usually covered in straw.

Village Buildings
Villages usually had the following buildings:

The Hall-house
The large ‘hall-house’ was
owned by the wealthiest
member of the village, the
Lord of the Manor (or a
yeoman). They also owned
most of the houses and land
in the village, so the poor
people paid rent to them.
This was usually a tenth of
everything that each
peasant grew or produced.
This was called a Tithe.

Tanner and candlemaker
Each village usually had a
tanner and candle maker.
The hides of animals were
boiled and the fat was used
to make candles and the
hides were used to make
leather.

The Hall
Many villages had a village
hall. This was not a large,
grand building. It was
simply a room where
officials could meet to
discuss matters affecting
the village and where the
lords could meet the
villagers when the rent
was due.

The Mill
Each village usually had a
mill to ground wheat or corn.
An
illustration
of a-Tudor
village.
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Yeoman Houses
Yeoman farmers lived in manor houses, which were better constructed than peasant houses. They were
built using wood, brick, flint or stone depending on the building materials that were available. This was
because materials were too heavy and difficult to transport in Tudor times.
The design of the houses varied
but on the ground level was the
kitchen, a parlour for the family to
sit in and store rooms. The floor
was made of brick and was
boarded over with floor boards.
This meant that the house was a
lot warmer and drier than the
houses of poorer people. Windows
were also used to allow ventilation
and light into the house.
The windows of early manor
houses did not usually have glass
as only the rich could afford this.
Instead, windows used shutters to
keep out the rain. Eventually glass
did become more affordable and
was used more frequently.

Unlike peasant homes, manor
houses were usually built with two
storeys and several rooms. They
also had a brick chimney, allowing
smoke from the fire to escape.
Some houses used a combination
of different building methods (e.g.
sometimes brick was used for
ground level and wattle and daub
for the top level). All houses were
built on a wooden frame which
was usually oak, as oak trees
were very common in Tudor times.

The furnishings inside the house
were simple. Wooden tools, tables,
beds and chests were used and
these were usually made of planks
of wood.

The manor house was usually
surrounded by other buildings
such as a barn to store straw
during the winter. It also usually
had its own well to supply water.

The top level of the house was
where the family slept. There was
no landing so, to get from one
bedroom to another, the occupants
would have had to walk through
other bedrooms.
A cross-section of a Tudor house.
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1) Henry married
Catherine of
Aragon in 1509 and
she gave him a
daughter called
Mary. After changing
England to a
Protestant country
Henry divorced her.
4) Many children died in infancy during
Tudor times so Henry married again in
hope of another son. His split from the
Catholic Church had left him many
enemies so he wanted to marry a relative
of a foreign ruler. This would offer some
protection from the threat of invasion
from Catholic countries.
After seeing a painting
of a princess called
Anne of Cleves, Henry
married her in 1539.
However, he discovered
after the wedding that
he did not like Anne so
he had the marriage
annulled.

Did You Know?
Use this mnemonic to remember
what happened to Henry’s wives:
Divorced, Beheaded, Died,
Divorced, Beheaded, Survived.

Henry VIII’s Six Wives
2) Henry went on to marry Anne Boleyn
in 1533. She was a beautiful young
woman who was
popular in the royal
court. Anne had a
daughter called
Elizabeth with
Henry. However, he
was so angry that
she had not given
him a son, he
declared that Anne
was a witch and had
her beheaded.
5) Henry’s next wife was a pretty young
girl called Catherine Howard who was
part of a powerful family in the royal
courts. Henry
married
Catherine in
1541.
However, just
one year after
their wedding,
Henry began to
suspect that
she was having
an affair, so he
had her
beheaded.

3) In 1537, Henry
married Jane
Seymour. Jane was
one of Anne Boleyn’s
ladies in waiting.
Henry married her
just eleven days after
Anne was beheaded.
She gave Henry a
son called Edward.
Unfortunately, she
died shortly after the
birth leaving Henry
heartbroken.

6) Henry’s married his last wife Catherine
Parr in 1543. Catherine was a well
educated woman who Henry respected.
She managed to persuade him to bring
his three children Mary, Elizabeth and
Edward together in the
court for the first time.
She also ruled the
country as queen for
three months when
Henry was leading an
invasion on France in
1544. Henry was still
married to Catherine
when he died in 1547.
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Building a theatre involved a large number of skilled craftsmen.
Foundations - The first step was for labourers to dig the foundations of
the theatre. This was done by digging trenches and filling them with chalk
and limestone. This formed a firm base on which a brick wall was built.
Timber frame - On top of the wall, a timber frame was added which was held in place
using wooden pegs. Wooden strips called laths and staves were placed between the
frame. These allowed guilders to fill the timber frame with woven, wooden ‘wattle’
which was then plastered over with a mixture (made from lime, sand and horse hair).
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The Tiring–house
At the back of the
stage was a room
where actors could
change costumes.
The ‘tire-man’
looked after all the
props here.

Seating - Most theatres had three tiers and each tier
had four rows of wooden seats. These areas were
covered by a thatched roof which protected the
audience and the actors when it rained.
The Yard - This was the cheapest area for an
audience to watch a performance. It had no roof and
was often cramped because up to a thousand people
could stand there. The floor was usually made of
sand, ash and hazelnut shells which absorbed rain
and prevented large pools of water from collecting.

The Hut and the Heavens - This part of the theatre was held up by
pillars above the stage. It was used for storing costumes and props and
any stage scenery that might be needed. There was usually a ropepulley system that lowered props or even actors through a trap-door to
startle the audience. This was especially useful if any actors were
playing gods as it appeared they had been lowered from the heavens!

The construction of the Globe Theatre.

The Stage - The stage was raised 1.5 metres above the ground and
would have been at face level with the audience stood in the yard. It also
trap door
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abbey
A place where monks live.
accommodation
A place where people live or stay.

balcony
A platform above the tiring-house that was used by
the actors, musicians and audience in a theatre.

Chamberlain’s Men
William Shakespeare’s acting company who
performed at The Globe Theatre.

bankrupt
When a person is unable to pay the money that they
owe.

carcass
The dead body of an animal.

banquet
A meal prepared for a large number of guests.

adviser
A person who gives advice to others.

bear-baiting
A popular sport in Tudor times where chained bears
were forced to fight against dogs to the death.

allegiance
Loyalty or commitment to a person, group or idea.

beheading
Cutting off a person’s head.

annul
To end something.

bilge
The bottom of a ship’s hull.

apprenticeship
A period of training where a person learns a trade or
craft.

blacksmith
A person who makes and fixes things that are made
from iron.

armada
A large number of ships.

blasphemy
Talking about religion without showing respect.

artillery
Weapons that fire missiles (e.g. cannons).

bodice
The top part of a woman’s dress.

astrolabe
An instrument that helps to calculate latitude.

boy apprentice
Young boys who played female characters in Tudor
theatre (as women were not allowed to act on
stage).

bailiff
A person who helps to keep law and order.

breeches
Short trousers worn by men which button below the
knee.
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cargo
Goods that are carried on a ship or other vehicle.
Catholic
A member of the Catholic Church, the main Christian
Church in Europe before the Reformation.
chandler
A person who makes and sells candles.
chores
Everyday work around the home or farm.
Church of England
A branch of the Christian religion, sometimes
referred to as the Anglican Church.
citizen
A person living in a particular place.
civil war
A war between the people of the same country.
coat of arms
The symbol or shield of a person, family, group or
country.
codpiece
A pouch that covered a man’s crotch.
colony
A place that is controlled by another country.

1485
Henry Tudor becomes
King Henry VII after defeating
Richard III at the Battle of Bosworth.

1491
Prince Henry (who later became
Henry VIII) is born on 28th June.

1492
Christopher Columbus
reaches America.
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1497
John Cabot sets sail to find a
route west to the Spice Islands.
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1504
The first pocket watch
is made in Germany.

1509
Henry VIII is crowned king at
the age of 17. He marries
Catherine of Aragon.

1516
Henry's daughter Mary,
who later became Mary I, is born.
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1519
Ferdinand Magellan of Portugal and
his crew set sail to become the first
crew to sail around the world.
Magellan dies on the way home.
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Our new home is
ready. Let me
show you around.
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I will never forget the day King Henry VIII
asked me to be his second wife!
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The journey has
been difficult
but we have
made history!
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Henry VII

Henry VIII

1457 - 1509

1491 - 1547

Henry VII was the King of England from 1485
until 1509. He was the first monarch of the
House of Tudor and he ended the Wars of the
Roses after defeating Richard III at the Battle of
Bosworth Field.
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Henry was the second son of Henry VII and he
became king when he was eighteen years old
after his father died of tuberculosis. He made
himself the head of the Church of England and
had six different wives.
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Sir Walter
Raleigh

William
Shakespeare

1553 - 1618

1564 - 1616

Raleigh was a writer and explorer. He was a
favourite of Elizabeth I and he established a
colony in America (which he named Virginia).
He is also linked with the introduction of the
potato and tobacco into England. However,
James I had him locked up and executed.
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Shakespeare is one of the world's greatest
writers. He was born in Stratford-upon-Avon but
moved to London and became an actor. He
began writing plays for the theatre as well as
poetry. His company of actors also built the
famous Globe Theatre.
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Across

Down

3. A fighting competition between two men who
ride horses and use lances.
5. A rich land-owning farmer.
6. Elizabeth I was also known as Good Queen
______.
9. A person who makes things using iron.
11. A person who was born into a wealthy family,
owned land and helped to run the country.
13. One of the most important theatres in Tudor
times.
15. The name of Henry VIII's son.

1. The short trousers worn by men in Tudor
times.
2. A journey by sea on a ship.
4. The name of Sir Frances Drake's ship.
7. A type of weapon that might be found on a
Tudor warship.
8. A famous Tudor playwright.
10. The name of the fleet of ships sent by Spain to
attack England.
12. A person who is forced to work for others
without pay.
14. A meal prepared for a large number of people.
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Thank you for looking at
our preview resources.
We hope that they are useful to you.
Join us today to download
thousands of resources from
our popular Teaching Packs!
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