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What is a piñata?
It is a container made of papier-mâché, clay or cloth, colourfully decorated and 
filled with treats, usually small toys and/or sweets. During a special celebration 
or ceremony, someone is blindfolded and turned around several times before they 
hit the piñata with sticks to try and break it and the toys and sweets fall out.

History of the piñata
The tradition arrived in Spain in the 14th Century to celebrate 
Lent (the period before Easter) although the word ‘piñata’ 
comes from an Italian word ‘pignatta’ meaning an earthenware 
cooking pot, based on an ancient Chinese tradition, and this 
is taken from the word ‘pigna’ or pine cone which is like the 
shape of the piñata. Nowadays Mexico is famous for the piñata, 
brought by the Spanish in the 16th century although there 
were similar rituals used by both the Aztecs and the Mayans. It 
used to have a Catholic Christian religious meaning but now it 
is just an ancient tradition, colourful and fun, enjoyed at many 
festivals and celebrations especially during Las Posadas (a nine-
day celebration from December 16th to December 24th) and 
birthday parties.

Making a piñata in class
Depending on your class size, you may need to divide the 
children into groups and make several piñatas. Full instructions 
are on the next page, extract from Handmade Crafts by 
Children for Children (b small publishing ltd. 2013).

Before you begin...

Ask for any special traditions the children have for birthdays 1. 
in their family even if it is only blowing out the candles on the 
cake.
Ask for other traditions at special celebrations, for example in Hastings in 2. 
West Sussex they have a big parade in May to welcome spring with everyone 
dressed in green.
Explain that you’re going to make a piñata which is a popular tradition at 3. 
Mexican celebrations and birthday parties.
Explain what a piñata is and give a brief history. You could look for China, 4. 
Spain and Mexico on a map of the world.
Make the piñata, see next page.5. 
Hang the pinata(s) up in the classroom so the children can admire them. 6. 
Wait for a special occasion to break them. Maybe when children in your 
class have a birthday?

Useful Spanish words and phrases
paper    el papel   eyes   los ojos
balloon   el globo   mouth   la boca
glue    el pegamento   sweets  los dulces
Piñatas come from Mexico. Las piñatas provienen de México.
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1 Inflate a balloon. Make a 
mixture of craft glue and water 
and use it to glue scraps of 
newspaper on to the balloon. 

Cut and glue scraps of tissue 
paper on top of the newspaper. 
You can make eyes and a 
mouth or even some tentacles! 
Leave it to dry overnight.

Cut round the bottom of the 
dried shape. The balloon will 
burst. Then cut a large piece 
of crêpe paper and glue it 
inside the piñata. Leave to dry.

Glue a piece of string on top of the 
piñata so you can hang it up. Fill a 
paper bag with sweets and put it 
inside the piñata. Tie up the crêpe 
paper to close the piñata. Have fun breaking the piñata 

to find the sweets! 
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