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Introduction 
Welcome to your Dogs Trust Assembly 
resource. Every year Dogs Trust cares 
for over 16,000 dogs in Rehoming 
Centres across the country. 
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Dogs are abandoned for all kinds of reasons such as lifestyle changes  
or lack of time and money. However, many owners simply haven’t  
understood the needs of their dog, the level of commitment and  
responsibility it takes to care for him or how different the puppy would 
become once adult. Dogs Trust work hard to find families who will give 
rescued dogs everything they need to be healthy and happy. 

We also educate people through our outreach and campaigning work. This is to 
encourage and promote responsible dog ownership, and safety around dogs, and 
ultimately to reduce the number of abandoned and unwanted dogs needing to 
find new homes. 

You can find out more about our work at www.dogstrust.org.uk

This Assembly resource consists of:
•	 Teacher’s	Notes	

•	 	‘Nice	to	Meet	Chew!’	–	an	8	minute	film	with	pause	points	to	prompt 
reflection and discussion

•	 Film	script	with	Paws	Point	questions	and	bullet	pointed	helpful	information

•	 PowerPoint	presentation	with	film	stills	for	stimulus	materials	

•	 	‘Same	Difference’	Classroom	Extension	Activity	(7-9	years) 
N.B. This lesson includes the option to share the fiction text ‘Charlie’s 
Checklist’ by Rory S Lerman.

•	 ‘Find	A	Friend’	Classroom	Extension	Activity	(9-11	years)

•	 UK	Curricula	Links



Teacher’s Notes 
This	resource	aims	to	facilitate	pupil	exploration	of 
feelings and emotions by providing discussion stimulus 
based on the role of Dogs Trust. The following activities  
support language and literacy objectives to deliver the  
social,	emotional	and	personal	well-being	areas	of	the	UK	
curricula.
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The film and classroom activities can be used as two separate standalone sessions in class, or as an assembly with a 
class based follow up.

‘Nice	to	Meet	Chew’	is	the	first	in	a	series	of	films	which	focus	on	the	reflections	and	experiences	of	two	dog	puppets	
called Jimmy and Chew. The puppets have been specially created for Dogs Trust in order to bridge the gap in 
understanding between dogs and children, by providing a dog’s perspective on life in human terms, which helps 
children to keep themselves and dogs happy, safe and healthy.

The Jimmy and Chew characters provide an engaging interface with which to introduce Dogs Trust key messages for 
responsible dog ownership to pupils. The characters provide stimulus for discussion and pupil reflection upon topics 
such as respect, responsibility, safety, social acceptance, morality and care.
 
1.	 Use	the	‘Nice	to	Meet	Chew’	film	to	introduce	the	role	of	Dogs	Trust.

2.	 	Follow	along	with	the	script	provided	and	pose	the	pause	point	reflections	to	pupils 
when	prompted	by	the	appearance	of	the	on-screen	paw	(see	right). 
Click the paw to pause the film to allow for discussion; to continue watching 
simply click the paw to play. Bullet pointed information has been included below each 
pause	point	question	to	help	you	to	respond	to	pupil	answers	and	ideas.	A	‘film	stills’ 
PowerPoint,	summarising	the	pause	point	themes	has	also	been	provided	for	use	in	the 
classroom to support wider discussion.

3.	 Use	the	age	appropriate	extension	activity	to	follow-up	and	extend	learning	in	the	classroom.	

Jimmy represents a small to medium sized 
older terrier type dog with a wire haired coat 
typical of the average household pet.

Chew represents a big, bull-type puppy with a short 
haired coat, who will be an even bigger adult dog; a 
breed type often popular because of their size and 
power. Some owners wrongly acquire bull-type dogs as 
they believe their breed confers status. For this reason 
they can be referred to as so called 'status dogs'.



‘Nice to Meet Chew’ Film 
Script with Paws Points
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SCRIPT
MUM:  Darling, have you put the crate in the car? Our appointment is 

at 12 o’clock you know.

DAD: We’d better get a move on. Where’s Hannah?

MUM: Hannah, are you ready?

HANNAH:	Don’t	forget	Jimmy,	Mum!

JIMMY:		(Thinking	to	himself)	Hang	on	a	minute,	what’s	going	on?	I 
remember this place. Are they taking me back? All that fetching, 
sitting, staying and wagging? Ah well here we go again.

Paws Point 1: What does Dogs Trust do?

•	 	Dogs	Trust	is	the	largest	dog	welfare	charity	in	the	UK.	Dogs	Trust	was	founded	in	1891	and	exists	to	
look after stray and abandoned dogs until they can find new homes for them.

•	 	Did	you	know	that	each	year	Dogs	Trust	care	for	thousands	of	dogs	in	their	network	of	Rehoming	 
Centres across the country?

•	 	A	Rehoming	Centre	is	a	place	where	stray,	abandoned	and	unwanted	dogs	are	cared	for	until	they 
are rehomed into their forever homes.

•	 	Having	a	dog	is	a	big	commitment	and	many	people	who	get	a	dog,	especially	a	puppy,	don’t 
consider	how	much	time,	money	and	space	having	a	dog	requires.	When	the	dog	no	longer 
fits their lifestyle then they are either left to wander the streets as strays or are abandoned at a 
Rehoming Centre. Dogs Trust provides help, advice and support for dog owners to make sure 
they can continue to care for their dog.

•	 	Dogs	Trust	work	hard	to	find	new	owners	who	will	give	a	rescue	dog	all	they	need	to	be	happy	and	
healthy. They also help educate people about responsible dog ownership to help reduce the number of 
dogs unwanted or abandoned each year through school resources, workshops, campaign events 
and	the	media;	ever	heard	the	slogan	“A	dog	is	for	life,	not	just	for	Christmas”?	That’s	from	Dogs	Trust!
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SCRIPT
MUM: Come on then Jimmy Boy.

MUM:	Jimmy.	We’d	like	you	to	meet	your	new	friend	Chew!

SCRIPT
CHEW:	Hello!

JIMMY:	Ahhhhh!	It	was	just	a	scary	drea..........aaaaarg...ah!

CHEW:	Hello!

JIMMY: WH h h hhh hh h Whoooo are you?

CHEW:	Chew!

JIMMY:	Bless	you!

CHEW:	No	that’s	my	name,	I’m	called	Chew	we	met	at	Dogs	Trust,	remember?

JIMMY: Yes, but what are you doing here?

CHEW:	I’m	going	to	be	living	here	with	you	and	we’ll	be	all	nice	and	cosy.

JIMMY:	Cosy?	I	live	here.	Not	you!

CHEW:	Well	NOW	I’m	gonna	be	living	here	with	you	too,	Jeffrey.

Paws Point 2: Why do you think it’s so important for dogs 
to get along with people and other animals? 

•	 	Dogs	greet	each	other	–	nose	to	nose,	and	nose	to	tail.	Dog	noses	are	very	sensitive.	Their	sense	of	smell	
is 100 times better than a human beings; they use them to find out about the world in which they live, 
dogs,	people	and	other	animals	they	meet	and	of	course,	most	importantly,	food!

•	 	Dogs	need	to	be	introduced	to	new	people,	other	animals	and	new	situations	to	help	them	fit	in	with 
the world around them. This process is called socialisation	and	it	is	VERY	important	–	without	it	a	dog	
can become scared, and a frightened dog is a dangerous dog, as he may respond aggressively.

•	 	It	is	important	to	see	how	the	new	dog	will	react	to	everyone	in	his	new	family.	Dogs	Trust	work 
hard to match the people looking for a dog to the dogs available for rehoming. They find out how 
long the dog will be left alone while the family are at work and school, whether they have a big or 
small house with a garden or outside space to play and how many and what type of other pets they 
already have.

•	 	Dogs	are	known	as	man’s	best	friend.	This	is	because	they	are	fun	to	train	and	love	being	with	people.
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SCRIPT
JIMMY: The name is Jimmy.

CHEW:	Oh!	Oh,	you’re	a	Dogs	Trust	Dog	too,	aren’t	you?

JIMMY:	Yes,	I	am.

CHEW: How did you come to be at Dogs Trust then?

JIMMY:  Well the first family that owned me decided that they wanted to go on a summer holiday but it was ’no dogs 
allowed’ so they tied me to the gates of Dogs Trust and...well, left me there.

CHEW: What? They didn’t come back ?

JIMMY:	No,	and	you?

CHEW: 	I	was	bought	as	a	Christmas	present	for	the	children	but	I	couldn’t	stop	growing	-	I	did	try.	On	Christmas	Day	
they wrapped me up in paper and put a bow on my head. But then later they’d decided they’d had enough of 
me growing and all that and they took me to Dogs Trust and left me there.

Paws Point 3: What do you need to think about when 
getting a dog?

•	 	People	give	up	their	dogs	for	all	kinds	of	reasons.	Sometimes	it’s	because	their	lifestyle	changes	and	they	
don’t have enough time, sometimes not enough money; but more often than not, like Chew, it is 
because they didn’t find out about the type of dog they were buying or consider how different the 
puppy would become once it was an adult dog.

•	 	Dogs	are	a	BIG	commitment.	They	can	live	up	to	15	years	and	in	that	time	they	will	need	walking	twice 
a	day,	every	day	of	the	year,	rain	or	shine!	They	need	food	and	water,	veterinary	care	and	health	checks	
and above all lots of time, care, love and attention.

•	 	Dogs	shouldn’t	be	left	for	more	than	4	hours	on	their	own.	They	need	their	own	bed	and	space	where	
they can feel safe and secure and be left undisturbed while they are sleeping or eating. They need 
outdoor	space	where	they	can	get	fresh	air	and	exercise	which	is	safe	for	them	to	explore.

•	 	Dogs	are	living	things,	they	are	not	toys.	This	is	what	makes	them	such	a	big	responsibility	as	they	will	
depend on you for everything for their whole life.
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SCRIPT
JIMMY AND CHEW: Dogs Trust, where would we be without them?

CHEW:		Scary	to	think	about	it,	ain’t	it	Jenny?	But	you	know	what.	I	think	I’m	going	to	be	all	right	here, 
this	family	are	really	lovely.....ohhhh	we’re	like	the	same	aren’t	we?	Me	and	you?

JIMMY:	Well	let’s	see.	Number	1:	we’re	both	dogs.

CHEW:	Yeah!	Yeah!!

JIMMY: 2...

CHEW:	Yeah!

JIMMY:	No!	That’s	it!

CHEW:	Oh!

JIMMY:	You	see,	I’ve	been	here	for	ages.	You	may	be	a	BIG	dog,	but	I’m	TOP	dog.

CHEW:	Yeah,	but	I	am	bigger	than	you	though.

JIMMY:	What	you	need	to	understand	is	I’m	‘Numero	Uno’,	’The	Big	Cheese.’

CHEW:	Cheese?	We’re	dogs	not	mice!

JIMMY:		Oh	dear	Oh	dear!	Listen;	if	you	want	to	get	along,	you	stick	with	me,	do	as	I	do,	and	you’ll	be	okay.	Maybe,	
well maybe, they’ll love you as much as they love me.

CHEW:	Oooh	I	do	hope	so.	Thank	you.
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SCRIPT
NIGHT TIME

JIMMY:	What	is	it?	I	am	trying	to	get	some	sleep.

CHEW:	I	don’t	like	the	dark.	It’s	all	black	and...	dark.

JIMMY: How can a great beast your size be scared of the dark?

CHEW:	I	dunno!

CHEW:	What	was	that???	Ohhhh!

JIMMY:	Just	go	back	to	sleep.	I	won’t	be	able	to	chase	a	thing	in	the	morning.

CHEW: You don’t like me do you Jackie?

JIMMY:	Jimmy!...	And	no	I	don’t	like	you!

CHEW:	Aaaaaaaaaaaghhhhhhhoooooouuuuwwwww!

JIMMY:	You’ll	wake	the	family!

CHEW:	Aaaaaaaaaaaghhhhhhhoooooouuuuwwwww!

JIMMY:	Alright,	alright	I	like	you.

CHEW: Ah thanks...

JIMMY: ...A bit.

CHEW: A big bit?

JIMMY:	Medium	sized.

CHEW: Oh.

JIMMY: Here. Have this...

CHEW:		Really	for	me?	No	one’s	ever	given 
me anything before.

Paws Point 4: How did Jimmy and Chew feel earlier 
in the day? How do they feel now? 

•	 	Getting	on	with	someone	new	is	always	hard	at	first.	Do	you	remember	your	first	day	at	school,	or	in	a	
new class? How did you feel? 

•	 	Making	friends	takes	time.	It	is	often	about	shared	experiences	–	what	do	Jimmy	and	Chew	have	in 
common? How about you and your friends?

•	 	When	you	understand	and	share	someone’s	feelings	it	is	known	as	empathy.	In	the	film	Jimmy 
empathises with Chew, so he gives him a toy to help him feel better. Real dogs can’t show empathy like 
we do, but they may want to be with you more when you are sad or unwell as their way of trying to 
help.

•	 	Dogs	need	lots	of	reassurance	in	new	situations	just	like	we	do.	What	helps	you	when	you 
are doing something for the first time, or if you are scared?
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SCRIPT
CHEW: Oh. He’s lovely

JIMMY:	Well,	he	helps	me,	whenever	I’m	feeling	a	bit…

CHEW:		RUFFF!

JIMMY: Yeah

JIMMY:	Now!	Can	we	please	get	some	sleep?

CHEW:	Oh	alright	then.	Goodnight....	Jimmy.



Paws Point Notes Page
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1: What does Dogs Trust do?

2: Why do you think it’s so important for dogs to 
get along with people and other animals?



Paws Point Notes Page
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3: What do you need to think about when 
getting a dog?

4: How did Jimmy and Chew feel earlier in the day? 

5: How do they feel now?



‘Same Difference’ - 
Classroom Activity  
for 7 to 9 years
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Follow the instructions below to play ‘Same Difference’ 
with your class.

1.	 	In	the	centre	of	each	A2	sheet	write	ONE	of	the	following	and	draw	a 
circle/box	around	it:	-	boy, girl, puppy, big dog, small dog, old dog

2.	 	Split	the	class	into	six	groups,	give	each	group	one	of	the	pre-prepared 
A2 sheets and the felt tip pens.

3.  Challenge the groups to think of all the things that the focus of their A2 sheet needs to 
keep them happy and healthy and to write them around their sheet.

4.	 	Give	each	group	a	black	marker	and	invite	them	one	group	at	a	time	to	come	to	the	front	and	share	their 
completed needs map with the class. As the group at the front reads out their needs the other groups use the 
black marker to circle any which match those on their sheet.

5.	 	Once	all	groups	have	shared	their	needs	map,	identify	any	differences	in	the	needs	identified	and	write	them	
up	for	discussion.	You	should	find	that	any	discrepancies	can	be	covered	by	explaining	the	differences	between	
needs and wants or comparing terminology e.g. boys and girls need go to school to learn, dogs need training and 
socialisation	classes	–	although	different	things,	they	fulfil	the	same	need	which	is	to	meet	others,	learn	and	play.	

6.	 	If	available	read	Charlie’s Checklist by Rory S Lerman	to	your	class	(optional).	Discuss	pupil	responses. 
Compare	the	needs	of	the	puppy	in	the	story	with	those	explored	in	class.

7.	 	Challenge	pupils	to	imagine	they	were	a	dog	in	a	Dogs	Trust	Rehoming	Centre	and	write	an 
advertisement for the type of new owner they would like, remembering to include all the needs discussed.

You will need: 

6 sheets of A2 paper 

prepared as per 

point 1. opposite, 

felt tip pens and 

6 black markers.



‘Find A Friend’ 
Classroom Activity 
for 9 to 11 years 
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Follow the instructions below to play ‘Find A Friend’ with your class.

1.	 	Fold	your	piece	of	paper	in	half	and	press	it	down	to	make	a	crease. 
Then fold in half again and press down to make a crease.

2.	 Unfold	your	paper	to	reveal	4	boxes	defined	by	the	creases.	

3. Write your name in the middle of the paper.

4.	 In	the	first	box	(top	left	corner)	write	four	sports	or	activities	that	you	like	to	do.

5.	 In	the	next	box	(bottom	left	corner)	write	your	four	favourite	foods.

6.	 Now	turn	your	paper	over	and	write	your	own	name	in	the	middle	again.

7.	 In	the	next	box	(top	left	corner)	write	your	four	favourite	pet	animals.

8.	 In	the	last	box	(bottom	left	corner)	write	four	adjectives	that	describe	you.

When everyone finishes, have them mingle within the class for a few minutes. Without talking, they read the top left 
corner of their classmate’s papers and write down the names of at least two pupils, who have similar interests in the 
box	opposite.	When	time	is	up,	they	mingle	again	reading	the	bottom	left	corner	of	their	classmate’s	papers	and	write	
down	the	names	of	at	least	two	pupils	who	have	similar	tastes	in	the	box	opposite.	Repeat	with	the	information	on 
the reverse.

To make sure everyone visits with several people, you could implement a rule that no two pupils’ names can be 
recorded more than once.

When	the	game	is	over	and	all	boxes	are	complete	you	could	(if	time	permits)	compile	a	whole	class	chart	of	likes	and	
interests	as	a	data	handling	exercise.

Bring the class back together and discuss how important they think having similar tastes or interests is for long term 
friendship and relationships. Redirect the conversation to consider why it is important for Dogs Trust to find out about 
potential owners wanting to rehome a dog.

Using	what	they	have	learned	about	the	importance	of	compatibility,	pupils	work	in	pairs	or	small	groups	to	devise	a	list	
of things they think Dogs Trust need to ask about in order to match their dogs to their new forever homes and devise 
their	own	rehoming	questionnaire.

Each pupil will 

need an A5 sheet 

of paper and a 

pen/pencil

Favourite 

foods
Your nameSports/ 

activities



UK Curricula Links 
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English:	Oracy,	experiencing	and	responding	to	a	variety	of	stimuli	and	ideas,	
communicating for a range of purposes; Writing, writing for a range of purposes, 
writing for a range of real or imagined audiences.

Personal and Social Education: Developing thinking, developing  
communication, working with others.

England

NorthernIreland

Scotland

Language and Literacy: Talking and listening, listen and respond, participate  
in	group	and	class	discussions,	identify	and	ask	appropriate	questions	to	seek	 
information, views and feelings; talk with people in a variety of formal and 
informal situations; Writing, create, organise, refine and present ideas, write  
for a variety of purposes and audiences.

Personal Development and Mutual Understanding: Human rights and social 
responsibility; playing an active and meaningful part in the life of the community 
and being concerned about the wider environment.

English:	Spoken	Language;	discuss	what	they	are	learning	and	to	develop	their	
wider skills in spoken language; Comprehension, to listen and discuss fiction and 
non-fiction	texts;	Writing,	to	write	for	real	purposes	and	audiences.

PHSE (2011): To understand the contribution of voluntary groups, to talk and 
write about their own feelings and opinions. 

Literacy and English:	Listening	and	Talking;	Understanding,	analysing	and	 
evaluating;	Finding	and	using	information;	Writing,	Tools	for	Writing;	using	
knowledge of technical aspects to help my writing communicate effectively 
within and beyond my place of learning. 

Health and Wellbeing:	Mental,	emotional,	social	and	physical	wellbeing.

Wales


