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1. I can see: 
Jen. 
Jan. 
Jill. 

2. Jen has: 
a pad and a cup. 
a pen and a sack. 
a pen and a pad. 

3. I go to Jen if I am: 
sad. 
sick. 
well.
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Jen

I can see Jen. 
Jen has a pen and a 
pad.  
If I am sick, I go to Jen.



1. The flowers are in a: 
drawer. 
shop. 
row. 

2. There are two: 
green vases. 
pink flowers. 
yellow vases. 

3. The blue vase has: 
blue flowers. 
red flowers. 
no flowers.
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Look at these bright flowers in 
a row. 
There are two green vases here. 
One green vase has a pink 
flower in it. 
The blue vase at the end has 
red flowers.

Flowers



Identify Describe Infer
How many people are

shown in the photo?

Superheroes help those in need. 
Think of synonyms for ‘help’.

What are the people looking at?

What are they wearing? Write a description of this scene. How are they feeling?

How can you tell?

Where are they standing? Write a blurb for a book

about these characters.

What might happen next?
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Identify Describe Infer
What do you know

about this place?

Improve this sentence:

The island floated.

What might these buildings be 
used for? How can you tell?

Does anybody live here?

How do you know?

Think of adverbs to describe

how the water is moving.

Why are some of the rocks 
attached to ropes?

How is this place similar

to where you live?

Write a sentence to describe

one of the buildings.

Would you like to live here?

Give reasons for your answer.
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Shire Fire and Rescue service 
confirmed that a crew had 
attended and informed the 
school management.
The KS2 classrooms bore the 
brunt of the floodwater.  A 
combination of an exceptionally 
high tide, strong on-shore winds 
and a torrent of torrential rain 
caused water to rise up through 
drains, This ripped up flooring 
and damaged furniture. Catering 
equipment in the School kitchen 
was also ruined. A local 
supermarket donated 
sandwiches and fruit for lunch as 
it was impossible to serve hot 
dinners. 
At the height of the flood, the 
water was almost 20 centimetres 
deep in some places.

The younger children were able 
to remain in their classrooms 
today, but the pupils in Years 4, 5 
and 6 had to work in the church 
hall next door. 
“It’s not fair, I think they certainly 
should have shut the school,” 
complained Ahmed, a Year 6 
pupil.
Sofia in Year 4 had a different 
view. “It’s fantastic fun having 
lessons in the church hall, like an 
adventure,” she exclaimed. 
Deputy Head Mr Maslin told 
reporters, “People have been 
fantastic. We have staff, parents 
and governors on site helping to 
clean up. That, as well as the 
very generous donation from the 
supermarket, means that we 
were able to open today.”

A council official confirmed that 
they knew about the high risk of 
flooding in the school.  “I’m not 
surprised in the slightest,” he 
remarked. “This is an ongoing 
problem. It is caused by the fact 
that this part of the school lies 
just below sea level. When we 
have heavy rain and high tides, 
as we did last night, the water 
whooshes up through the pipes. 
The school has recently applied 
for planning permission to rebuild 
this part of the building. This 
should prevent future flooding.”

A clean-up operation is 
underway at Seaside School in 
Westwater-on-Sea, which was 
flooded overnight.
The drama unfolded in the early 
hours of yesterday morning. 
Head Teacher Mrs Porter 
received a call from the fire 
service. “My phone rang at 
3.30am,” Mrs Porter explained 
“and I was astounded to find 
myself speaking to a firefighter 
who told me that water was 
gushing out from underneath the 
school doors!”
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LOCAL NEWS TODAY
NEWS      SPORT      LETTERS      WEATHER     FEATURES

HELP FLOODS INTO 
DELUGED SCHOOL

FLOODED CLASSROOMS
More photos on page 5

19th October
65p

Local families raced to help the school after the 
building and play areas were flooded overnight.



Flooded School 
Questions 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1) Who called Mrs Porter to tell her the 
school had been flooded?


Mr Maslin

Ahmed

A firefighter

A council official


2) Which of these is the closest in meaning 
to “bore the brunt”?


enjoyed

was affected the most

escaped

carried


3) According to the text, what three things 
combined to cause the flooding?


early morning, strong winds, rain

high tide, strong winds, rain

high tide, early morning, light winds

light winds, low tide, rain


4) Which word shows that the supermarket 
gave the sandwiches and fruit for free?


lunch

impossible

donated

local


5) Which of these is not mentioned as 
being damaged by the flood?


flooring

lighting

furniture

catering equipment


6) How deep was the water at the height of 
the flood?


20 centimetres

330 centimetres

200 centimetres

33 centimetres


7) Who enjoyed having lessons in the 
church hall?


Mrs Porter

Mr Maslin

Ahmed

Sofia


8) Which of these words is closest in 
meaning to ‘complained’?


moaned

shouted

laughed

agreed


9) Which of these words best describes 
how Mr Maslin feels about the help the 
school has received?


annoyed

delighted

frightened

disappointed


10) What has the school done to try to 
prevent this happening again?


Applied for planning permission to 
rebuild part of the building.

Ordered more food from the 
supermarket.

Closed the school.

Nothing.


11) Which of these is closest in meaning to 
“recently”?


A long time ago

Not very long ago

Quickly

Slowly


12) Which of these statements is an 
opinion?


The school has applied for planning 
permission to rebuild part of the 
building

Catering equipment has been ruined.

The school should have been shut.

A local supermarket donated food.



Flooded School 
Answers 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1) Who called Mrs Porter to tell her the 
school had been flooded?


Mr Maslin

Ahmed

A firefighter

A council official


2) Which of these is the closest in meaning 
to “bore the brunt”?


enjoyed

was affected the most

escaped

carried


3) According to the text, what three things 
combined to cause the flooding?


early morning, strong winds, rain

high tide, strong winds, rain

high tide, early morning, light winds

light winds, low tide, rain


4) Which word shows that the supermarket 
gave the sandwiches and fruit for free?


lunch

impossible

donated

local


5) Which of these is not mentioned as 
being damaged by the flood?


flooring

lighting

furniture

catering equipment


6) How deep was the water at the height of 
the flood?


20 centimetres

330 centimetres

200 centimetres

33 centimetres


7) Who enjoyed having lessons in the 
church hall?


Mrs Porter

Mr Maslin

Ahmed

Sofia


8) Which of these words is closest in 
meaning to ‘complained’?


moaned

shouted

laughed

agreed


9) Which of these words best describes 
how Mr Maslin feels about the help the 
school has received?


annoyed

delighted

frightened

disappointed


10) What has the school done to try to 
prevent this happening again?


Applied for planning permission to 
rebuild part of the building.

Ordered more food from the 
supermarket.

Closed the school.

Nothing.


11) Which of these is closest in meaning to 
“recently”?


A long time ago

Not very long ago

Quickly

Slowly


12) Which of these statements is an 
opinion?


The school has applied for planning 
permission to rebuild part of the 
building

Catering equipment has been ruined.

The school should have been shut.

A local supermarket donated food.



 The Great Fire of London destroyed the homes of around 80,000 people. We know a lot about the fire from 
the diary of Samuel Pepys. He lived near Pudding Lane and was involved in the effort to fight the fire. 

Fires were common in 17th century London. The city was crowded with wooden buildings, which were lit by 
candles and warmed by fires. This made it easy for fires to start. It had been a hot and dry summer, so the 
water level in the River Thames was unusually low. At the time of the fire, there were also very strong winds 
which caused the fire to spread quickly. 

There was no organised fire brigade in London at the time. Fires were fought using buckets of water and by 
pulling down buildings in the path of the fire. 

The fire started near Pudding Lane. At one o’clock in the morning on Sunday the 2nd of September 1666, 
baker Thomas Farriner was woken by his manservant. The building was on fire, even though Farriner was 
sure that the fire in the bread oven was put out before he went to bed. Thomas, his family and the 
manservant Teagh escaped out of a window and over the rooftops. A maid who was afraid to follow stayed 
behind and became the first of the six recorded victims of the fire. 

Later that morning, Pepys’ maid informed him that around 300 houses had already burnt down. He went out 
to see for himself, and saw “an infinite great fire”. Pepys set off to tell the King (Charles II) who commanded 
that houses should be pulled down to prevent the flames from spreading further. 

It was already too late; the fire had taken hold and could not be stopped. By Monday evening, about half of 
the city had already burnt to the ground. 

The King’s brother, James, Duke of York, took control of the fire fighting efforts and fought the blaze himself, 
putting his own life at risk. 

City dwellers crowded the streets, carrying their belongings on carts and on their backs. On Monday the 4th 
of September the city gates had to be closed to incoming traffic to allow people to escape the city. 100,000 
people were evacuated over the course of the fire. Pepys moved his gold out of London, but he buried his 
most prized belongings in his garden, including some fine wine and a very expensive Parmesan cheese. 

Prisoners were able to escape - Newgate and Ludgate prisons were both destroyed on Tuesday the 4th of 
September. St Paul’s Cathedral burned down on Tuesday evening, and the molten lead from the roof 
flowed through the streets.  

The fire finally went out on Wednesday the 5th of September. The weather conditions changed and the fire 
ran out of fuel. It is reported that small fires flared up for days afterwards. 

13,200 houses, 430 streets and 89 churches had been destroyed.  At the height of the fire it could be seen 
from Oxford, 50 miles away. Melted pottery found in Thomas Farriner’s bakery near Pudding Lane proves 
that the temperature reached 1,700°C. 

During the following winter, many people died of disease while living in temporary housing. The weather 
was also very cold, leading to more deaths. 

After the fire, Charles II ordered that all new buildings had to be built from stone. 
Thatched roofs were banned in the city. Rebuilding began about eight months 

after the fire, in the 
spring of 1667. It 
took fifty years to 
finish. Sir 
Christopher Wren 
was responsible for 
the building of 53 
churches as well as 
his most famous 
building, St. Paul’s 
Cathedral.
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The Great Fire of London 

1. How do we know so much about the Great Fire of London? 
 

2. Why was the water level in the River Thames unusually low? 
 

3. Who first discovered the fire? 
 

4. Pepys saw ‘an infinite great fire’. Which of these words has a similar 
meaning to ‘infinite’? 
 
dangerous            frightening            large            never-ending 

5. How would you describe the King’s brother? 
 
 

6. Give two reasons why the fire finally went out. 
1.   

2.  

7. Why did many people die in the months after the fire? 
 
 

8. Write a definition for the word ‘temporary’. 
 

9. Can you find an adjective that tells us what happened to the lead on the 
roof of St. Paul’s Cathedral? 
 

10. What type of text is this?

Instruction Writing

Report 
Persuasive Writing

Poetry 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The Great Fire of London 

1. How do we know so much about the Great Fire of London? 
Because of the information in Samuel Pepys’ diary.  

2. Why was the water level in the River Thames unusually low? 
Because it had been a hot and dry summer. 

3. Who first discovered the fire? 
Teagh (who was Thomas Farriner’s manservant). 

4. Pepys saw ‘an infinite great fire’. Which of these words has a similar 
meaning to ‘infinite’? 
 
     dangerous            frightening            large            never-ending 

5. How would you describe the King’s brother? 
Answers may vary but might describe him as being brave for risking 
his life to fight the blaze. 

6. Give two reasons why the fire finally went out. 
1. The weather conditions changed. 
2. It ran out of fuel. 

7. Why did many people die in the months after the fire? 
* They died of diseases while living in temporary housing.  
* The weather was very cold. 

8. Write a definition for the word ‘temporary’. 
Not permanent / lasting for a short time.  

9. Can you find an adjective that tells us what happened to the lead on the 
roof of St. Paul’s Cathedral? 
molten 

10. What kind of text is this?

Instruction Writing

Report 
Persuasive Writing

Poetry 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Vincent van Gogh was born on the 30th of March 1853. His father 
was a church pastor in a small village, Zundert, in the 
Netherlands. Vincent was the eldest of six children. His mother 
was a keen amateur artist, particularly skilled at drawing plants 
and flowers. She encouraged her children to notice the natural 
world around them.


As a young man, Vincent struggled to find his way in life. He tried 
several jobs, including being an art dealer, a teacher and a book 
seller.  He also thought of becoming a pastor, like his father. 
Finally, in 1880, his brother Theo began to send him money and 
encouraged him to become an artist. With his brother’s support, 
in the last 10 years of his life he produced a staggering amount of 
work. He made nearly 900 paintings, and over a thousand 
drawings and sketches.


In 1886 Vincent moved to Paris. Theo was working there as an art 
dealer, and many artists were working in the city. Van Gogh took 
art lessons and made friends with artists like Henri de Toulouse-
Lautrec, Camille Pissarro and Paul Gauguin. He hoped to sell his 
work with Theo’s help, but he was not successful. His painting style was not popular and he did not sell 
anything.


Van Gogh was also influenced by the Japanese art that was popular in Paris at the time; he dreamt of 
travelling to Japan. At the same time, he became tired of life in Paris. In 1888 van Gogh moved to Arles, in 
the south of France. He hoped to establish an artist’s community at his yellow house there.


He was soon joined by Paul Gauguin, with Theo’s encouragement. Unfortunately, their relationship was 
difficult. In December 1888 part of van Gogh's ear was cut off during an argument between them. 
Following this incident, van Gogh painted his famous Self Portrait with Bandaged Ear.


It was clear that van Gogh needed help with his mental health so he entered a mental hospital in nearby 
Saint-Rémy-de-Provence. This marked the beginning of an extraordinarily creative period, during which 
he produced around 150 paintings in a year. His doctors recognised that his art was an important part of 
his treatment and so he was given a studio as well as a bedroom. One of his most famous works, The 
Starry Night, is a view from the window of his room in the hospital. 


At the beginning of 1890, Dr Paul Gachet agreed to take van Gogh on as his patient and he moved to 
Auvers-sur-Oise, north of Paris. It was around this time that the only painting sold during his lifetime, Red 
Vineyard at Arles, was sold. It was bought by Anna Boch, a Belgian art collector, for 400 francs. One 

hundred years later his portrait of Dr Gachet sold for $82.5 
million! Sadly van Gogh died at Auvers on the 29th of July 
of a gunshot wound. Experts disagree about how it 
happened. 


His brother Theo died only six months after him. Theo’s 
widow, Johanna, collected Vincent’s work and edited his 
letters. She discovered that Vincent’s mother had thrown 
away many of his paintings. In 1901 Vincent’s work was 
shown in Paris. That show was the beginning of van Gogh’s 
reputation as an important artist. Today, millions of visitors 
enjoy his paintings in museums and galleries all over the 
world.

Self Portrait (1887)

Version 2
Starry Night (1889)
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1. When was Vincent van Gogh born?  

2. How many brothers and sisters did van Gogh have?  

3. Name two jobs that van Gogh tried before he became an artist. 

4. Where was his brother Theo living in 1886?  

5. How many paintings did van Gogh sell while living in Paris? 

6. Where did van Gogh dream of travelling to?  

7. What is meant by “an artist’s community”?  

8. What happened to van Gogh during an argument with Gauguin? 

9. Name the famous painting that is a view from van Gogh’s hospital 
bedroom. 

10. What is the name of the only painting that van Gogh sold during 
his lifetime? 

11. How soon after van Gogh did his brother Theo die? 

12. In what year was the art show that marked the beginning of van 
Gogh’s reputation as an important artist?



www.teachingpacks.co.uk
Images: © Getty Images

©Version 2

1. When was Vincent van Gogh born?  
30th March 1853. 

2. How many brothers and sisters did van Gogh have? 
Five.


3. Name two jobs that van Gogh tried before he became an artist.  
Any two from art dealer, teacher and book seller.


4. Where was his brother Theo living in 1886?  
Paris.


5. How many paintings did van Gogh sell while living in Paris?  
None.


6. Where did van Gogh dream of travelling to?  
Japan.


7. What is meant by “an artist’s community”? 
Something with the sense of a place where artists can work and 
live together.


8. What happened to van Gogh during an argument with Gauguin?  
Part of his ear was cut off.


9. Name the famous painting that is a view from van Gogh’s hospital 
bedroom. 
The Starry Night.


10. What is the name of the only painting that van Gogh sold during his 
lifetime? 
Red Vineyard at Arles.


11. How soon after van Gogh did his brother Theo die?  
Six months.


12. In what year was the art show that marked the beginning of van 
Gogh’s reputation as an important artist? 
1901.



The Water Cycle describes the journey 
that water takes as it goes from the land to 
the sky and back again.

There is a limited amount of water on the 
Earth, so it goes around and around, being 
used and reused in many different ways.

Next time you drink a glass of water, imagine where it has 
been in the past! It might have been part of an ocean 

when the dinosaurs were alive!

Glossary
• Condensation - When water vapour changes into a liquid.
• Evaporation - When water changes from a liquid to a gas.
• Infiltration - When rain water soaks into the ground.
• Ground Water - Water located beneath the Earth’s surface.
• Precipitation - When water falls back to earth (in the form 
of rain, snow, sleet or hail).
• Transpiration - When plants lose water from their leaves.

Water collects on the Earth’s surface in streams, rivers, ponds, lakes, 
seas and oceans. The Sun’s heat causes some of this water to evaporate 
and plants also transpire (losing water from their leaves).

The water vapour condenses when it gets colder in the atmosphere, 
turning into small droplets of water and resulting in the formation of 
clouds.

As the clouds move over the land, precipitation falls (in the form of rain, 
snow, sleet or hail) and so the water returns to the ground.

Some of the precipitation soaks into the ground and gets trapped there 
(this is called ground water). Some of it runs off the surface of the land, 
flowing back into streams, rivers, ponds, lakes, seas and oceans (where 
it may evaporate again).
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What is the Water Cycle? 
Questions 

1. Explain why water needs to be reused in different ways.


_________________________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________________________


2. Name three geographical features where water collects on the Earth’s surface.


_________________________________________________________________________________________


3. Which of these is the correct meaning of ‘condenses’ in the text?


Becomes more concentrated.

Changes from a vapour into a liquid.

Changes from a liquid into a vapour.


4. Describe how water moves from the clouds back down to the ground.


_________________________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________________________


5. Number these events in the order in which they occur. The first one has been done for you.


6. Where would you find Ground Water?


_________________________________________________________________________________________
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Water vapour condenses into droplets.

Water collects on the Earth’s surface. 1

Clouds form.

Precipitation (for example rain)



What is the Water Cycle? 
Answers 

1. Explain why water needs to be reused in different ways.


_________________________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________________________


2. Name three geographical features where water collects on the Earth’s surface.


_________________________________________________________________________________________


3. Which of these is the correct meaning of ‘condenses’ in the text?


Becomes more concentrated.

Changes from a vapour into a liquid.

Changes from a liquid into a vapour.


4. Describe how water moves from the clouds back down to the ground.


_________________________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________________________


5. Number these events in the order in which they occur. The first one has been done for you.


6. Where would you find Ground Water?


_________________________________________________________________________________________
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Water vapour condenses into droplets. 2

Water collects on the Earth’s surface. 1

Clouds form. 3

Precipitation (for example rain) 4

Answer refers to the fact that there is a limited amount of water on the planet.

Any three from streams, rivers, ponds, lakes, seas and oceans.

Answers describes water falling as precipitation.

Below the surface of the ground.



 
Population 

The population of New Zealand is 
around 4.8 million. Most New 
Zealanders live in towns and cities 
on the main North and South 
Islands. They are also known as 
"Kiwis", after the Kiwi bird.  

Language 
There are three official 
languages in New Zealand; 
English, Maori and New 
Zealand Sign Language.

Cities 
The capital of 
New Zealand 
is Wellington. 
Other large 
cities include 
Auckland 
(the most 
populated), 
Christchurch, 
and 
Hamilton. 

Economy 
The currency is the New Zealand dollar. 
New Zealand is one of the top five 
exporters of dairy produce in the world. 
Tourism is also important to the economy, 
as well as film production. Many well known 
films, including The Hobbit and The Lord of 
the Rings, were filmed there.

Geography 
New Zealand is made up of two large 
mountainous islands (North Island and 
South Island) plus hundreds of other 
smaller ones. The nearest major land 
mass is Australia, which is nearly 1,000 
miles (1,600 km) away. 

Food 
Pavlova is the national dessert 
of New Zealand. The Boil Up 
is a popular Maori food, made 
from pork, potatoes, sweet 
potato and dumplings.

Sport 
Rugby Union and 
League are popular 
sports in New Zealand. 
Cricket is also widely 
enjoyed. New Zealand 
has hosted the 
Commonwealth Games 
three times.
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Sky Tower

Landmarks 
Sky Tower in Auckland is the 
highest building in New 
Zealand at 327 metres (1,076 
feet) high. There are also 
thirteen national parks. 

A map of 
New Zealand

Lake Matheson



Population 
The population of New Zealand is 
around 4.8 million. 86% of New 
Zealanders live in urban areas, 
mostly on the main North and 
South Islands. They are also known 
as "Kiwis", after the Kiwi bird.

Language 
There are three official languages 
in New Zealand; English, Maori 
and New Zealand Sign Language.

Cities 
The capital of 
New Zealand is 
Wellington. 
Other large 
cities include 
Auckland (the 
most populated), 
Christchurch, 
and Hamilton.

Economy 
The currency is the New Zealand dollar. The 
country is one of the top five exporters of dairy 
produce in the world. Tourism is also important 
to the economy, as well as film production. The 
stunning landscape makes a great film set and 
many well known films, including The Hobbit 
and The Lord of the Rings, were filmed there.

Geography 
New Zealand is made up of two large 
mountainous islands (North Island and 
South Island) plus hundreds of other smaller 
ones, some of which are inhabited. The 
nearest major land mass is Australia, which 
is nearly 1,000 miles (1,600 km) away.

Food 
Pavlova is the national dessert of New 
Zealand. The Boil Up is a popular Maori 
food, made from pork, potatoes, sweet 
potato, and dumplings. Hangai, a Maori 
banquet, is meat and vegetables slow 
cooked underground.

Sport 
Rugby Union and League  
are popular sports in New 
Zealand. Cricket is also 
widely enjoyed. New 
Zealand has hosted the 
Commonwealth Games 
three times, most recently 
at Auckland in 1990.
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Sky Tower

Landmarks 
Sky Tower in Auckland is the highest 
building in New Zealand at 327 
metres (1,076 feet) high. There are 
also thirteen national parks where 
visitors can enjoy the breathtaking 
scenery and wildlife of the country.

A map of 
New Zealand

Lake Matheson



New Zealand Fact File

1. What is the population of New Zealand?

2. What are people who live in New Zealand often known as?

3. Name the capital of New Zealand.

4. What are the names of the two islands that make up New Zealand?

5. How far away from New Zealand is Australia?

6. What is the currency in New Zealand?

7. Name a film that was made in New Zealand.

8. How many national parks are there in New Zealand?

9. What are the three official languages of New Zealand?

10. Name a popular sport in New Zealand.

11. How many times has New Zealand hosted the Commonwealth Games?

12. What is the name of the Maori food made from pork, potatoes, sweet 
potato and dumplings?  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New Zealand Fact File

1. What percentage of New Zealanders live in urban areas?

2. What are people who live in New Zealand often known as?

3. What is the most populated city in New Zealand?

4. What are the names of the two islands that make up New Zealand?

5. What is the nearest landmass to New Zealand and how far away is it?

6. Name an important New Zealand export.

7. Why is New Zealand popular with filmmakers? 

8. What is the name of the highest building in New Zealand and which city is 
it in?

9. Two of the official languages of New Zealand are English and Maori. What 
is the third official language?

10. In which year did New Zealand last host the Commonwealth Games?

11. List the ingredients for the Boil Up.

12. Where would you cook a Hangai?  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New Zealand Fact File - Version 1

1. What is the population of New Zealand? 4.8 million.
2. What are people who live in New Zealand often known as? Kiwis.
3. Name the capital of New Zealand. Wellington.
4. What are the names of the two islands that make up New Zealand? North Island and South 

Island.
5. How far away from New Zealand is Australia? 1,000 miles (1,600 km).
6. What is the currency in New Zealand? The New Zealand Dollar.
7. Name a film that was made in New Zealand. Answers include The Hobbit and The Lord of 

the Rings.
8. How many national parks are there in New Zealand? Thirteen.
9. What are the three official languages of New Zealand? English, Maori and New Zealand Sign 

Language.
10. Name a popular sport in New Zealand. Answers include Rugby Union, Rugby League and 

Cricket.
11. How many times has New Zealand hosted the Commonwealth Games? Three times.
12. What is the name of the Maori food made from pork, potatoes, sweet potato and dumplings? 

The Boil Up.

New Zealand Fact File - Version 2

1. What percentage of New Zealanders live in urban areas? 86%.
2. What are people who live in New Zealand often known as? Kiwis.
3. What is the most populated city in New Zealand? Auckland.
4. What are the names of the two islands that make up New Zealand? North Island and South 

Island. 
5. What is the nearest landmass to New Zealand and how far away is it? Australia, 1,000 miles 

(1,600 km).
6. Name an important New Zealand export. Dairy produce.
7. Why is New Zealand popular with filmmakers? The stunning landscape makes a great film 

set. 
8. What is the name of the highest building in New Zealand and which city is it in? Sky Tower, 

Auckland.
9. Two of the official languages of New Zealand are English and Maori. What is the third official 

language? New Zealand Sign Language.
10. In which year did New Zealand last host the Commonwealth Games? 2010.
11. List the ingredients for the Boil Up. Pork, potatoes, sweet potato and dumplings.
12. Where would you cook a Hangai? Underground. 
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At the Zoo 
William Makepeace Thackeray (1811 - 1863) 

First I saw the white bear, then I saw the black;

Then I saw the camel with a hump upon his back;

Then I saw the grey wolf, with mutton in his maw;

Then I saw the wombat waddle in the straw;

Then I saw the elephant a-waving of his trunk;

Then I saw the monkeys-mercy, how unpleasantly they-smelt!

13



At the Zoo 
Questions 

1. Which animal did this person see first?

The white bear

The black bear

The camel

The wombat


2. Which animal did this person see immediately before the camel?

The grey wolf

The wombat

The white bear

The black bear


3. ‘Then I saw the grey wolf, with mutton in his maw’. What do you think ‘maw’ 
means?


Paws

Mouth

Stomach

Den


4. What was the wombat doing?

Waddling in the straw

Waving its trunk

Climbing a tree

Cleaning itself


5. Which of these words has a similar meaning to ‘unpleasantly’?

nicely

sweetly

awfully

sadly


6. How many different types of animal did the person see?

Three

Five

Seven

Ten 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At the Zoo 
Answers 

1. Which animal did this person see first?

The white bear

The black bear

The camel

The wombat


2. Which animal did this person see immediately before the camel?

The grey wolf

The wombat

The white bear

The black bear


3. ‘Then I saw the grey wolf, with mutton in his maw’. What do you think ‘maw’ 
means?


Paws

Mouth

Stomach

Den


4. What was the wombat doing?

Waddling in the straw

Waving its trunk

Climbing a tree

Cleaning itself


5. Which of these words has a similar meaning to ‘unpleasantly’?

nicely

sweetly

awfully

sadly


6. How many different types of animal did the person see?

Three

Five

Seven

Ten
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Herbivores 
Dinosaurs who only ate plants are known as herbivores. 
Scientists believe that the plants that grew during the time of 

the dinosaurs were very tough and they had few nutrients 
in them. This meant that they were very difficult to 
digest and herbivores had to adapt ways of eating 
these plants to get the nutrients they needed to stay 
alive.


Some dinosaurs had to eat a lot of plants to get 
enough energy. Others had large teeth which they 
used to grind up the vegetation, making it easier to 
digest (much like a cow does today). Dinosaurs who 
were herbivores usually had very long digestive 
systems, which allowed the food plenty of time to 
pass through the body. This allowed it to be 

broken down properly, releasing all of the 
vitamins and nutrients.


Some herbivores (such as the 
Brachiosaurus) sometimes ate 

stones which remained in their 
stomach. These were used to 

help grind up plants more 
efficiently, allowing them 

to be digested 
more easily.


Examples of 
herbivore dinosaurs include

Brachiosaurus, Diplodocus, 
Triceratops and 
Stegosaurus.

Carnivores 
Dinosaurs that only ate meat are known as carnivores. These 
dinosaurs were adapted to track, hunt and kill prey. 
Carnivorous dinosaurs usually had strong back legs so they 
could run and catch other creatures. Their large jaws were full 
of serrated teeth, that were designed to rip and tear at their 
prey! Some carnivores only ate fish.


These predators had keen senses of smell, good eyesight and 
large brains which they used to strategically hunt their prey. 
As meat was easier to digest than the tough vegetation that 
herbivores ate, carnivores had shorter digestive systems.


Some carnivorous dinosaurs include Allosaurus, 
Dilophosaurus, Giganotosaurus, Megalosaurus, 
Tyrannosaurus Rex, Velociraptor and Ceratosaurus.


Omnivores 
Some dinosaurs lived on a diet of both plants and animals 
including eggs and insects. These dinosaurs are known as 
omnivores and they included Ornithomimus and Oviraptor.
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                       Name ___________________         Stars: _______ / 15 

1) What are 
dinosaurs who only 
ate plants known 
as?

2) True or false? 
Some carnivores 
only ate fish.

3) Was an allosaurus 
a herbivore, a 
carnivore or an 
omnivore?

4) Give one example 
of an omnivore 
mentioned in the 
text.

5) These dinosaurs had keen senses of 
smell. What is the most appropriate 
definition of ‘keen’ in this sentence?


Piercing or biting

Enthusiastic

Intense or strong

Wonderful

6) Why did carnivorous dinosaurs usually 
have strong back legs?


_______________________________________


_______________________________________

7) The plants were very tough. 
Think of a synonym for ‘tough’ in this 
sentence.


_______________________________________


_______________________________________

8) Think of a simile to describe a 
carnivorous dinosaur.


_______________________________________


_______________________________________

9) Explain why the Brachiosaurus sometimes ate stones.


________________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________________

Reach for the Stars!
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Number Question Answer Stars

1 What are dinosaurs who only 
ate plants known as? Herbivores 1

2 True or false? Some carnivores 
only ate fish. TRUE 1

3 Was an allosaurus a herbivore, a 
carnivore or an omnivore? A carnivore 1

4 Give one example of an 
omnivore mentioned in the text. Ornithomimus or Oviraptor 1

5
These dinosaurs had keen 
senses of smell. What is the 
most appropriate definition of 
‘keen’ in this sentence?

Intense or strong 2

6 Why did carnivorous dinosaurs 
usually have strong back legs?

So that they could run and catch other 
creatures. 2

7
The plants were very tough. 
Think of a synonym for ‘tough’ 
in this sentence.

Answers vary but could include hard, 
solid, firm, hardy or fibrous. 2

8 Think of a simile to describe a 
carnivorous dinosaur. Answers will vary. 2

9 Explain why the Brachiosaurus 
sometimes ate stones.

The stones stayed in their stomachs and 
they helped to grind up plants more 
efficiently, allowing them to be more easily 
digested.

3
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Soar 

The comprehension questions on the following pages are based upon a short video 
called ‘Soar’. This is available on Vimeo at the following address:


https://vimeo.com/148198462 


These video is also available to watch on our Teaching Ideas site at:


https://www.teachingideas.co.uk/video/soar 


————————————————————————— 

Please watch the video carefully before showing it 
to your students to ensure that it is suitable for them. 

————————————————————————— 

Please also be aware that this video is hosted on Vimeo, which is sometimes blocked 
by Internet filters in schools. Check that you can view the video in your classroom / 
setting before preparing lessons based upon it. 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Soar 
Questions 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1) This video is called ‘Soar’. Which of 
these words does not have a similar 
meaning to the word ‘soar’?


Climb

Fly

Rise

Descend


2) Which of these phrases best 
describes the setting of this animation?


A grassy meadow.

A rocky outcrop.

A barren landscape.

A marine habitat.


3) Pause the video at 0:49. Which of 
these words best describes how Mara is 
feeling at this point?


Delighted

Dejected

Overjoyed

Fulfilled


4) What does Lucas (the small pilot) use 
to defend himself?


A pencil

A bag

A leaf

A stick


5) Which of these does Mara not use to 
help Lucas fly again?


Pencils and sticky tape.

A toy plane.

Her paper plans.

A kite.


6) Why is Lucas so desperate to fly his 
plane again?


He wants to go home.

He wants to escape from Mara.

He needs to place a star in the night 
sky.

He needs to get a gift for Mara.


7) Which of these best describes the 
character of Mara (the girl) in the video?


A greedy person who wants 
everything for herself.

A selfish loner who revels in other 
people’s misery.

A joker who refuses to take things 
seriously.

A problem-solving engineer who tries 
to help others.


8) Which of these is the correct order of 
events in the video?


Mara fixes Lucas’ plane; A tiny bag 
lands on Mara’s head; Lucas places 
a star in the night sky; Mara’s plane 
crashes to the ground.

Mara’s plane crashes to the ground; 
Mara fixes Lucas’ plane; Lucas 
places a star in the night sky; A tiny 
bag lands on Mara’s head.

Mara’s plane crashes to the ground; 
A tiny bag lands on Mara’s head; 
Mara fixes Lucas’ plane; Lucas 
places a star in the night sky.

Lucas places a star in the night sky; 
Mara fixes Lucas’ plane; A tiny bag 
lands on Mara’s head; Mara’s plane 
crashes to the ground.




Soar 
Answers 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1) This video is called ‘Soar’. Which of 
these words does not have a similar 
meaning to the word ‘soar’?


Climb

Fly

Rise

Descend


2) Which of these phrases best 
describes the setting of this animation?


A grassy meadow.

A rocky outcrop.

A barren landscape.

A marine habitat.


3) Pause the video at 0:49. Which of 
these words best describes how Mara is 
feeling at this point?


Delighted

Dejected

Overjoyed

Fulfilled


4) What does Lucas (the small pilot) use 
to defend himself?


A pencil

A bag

A leaf

A stick


5) Which of these does Mara not use to 
help Lucas fly again?


Pencils and sticky tape.

A toy plane.

Her paper plans.

A kite.


6) Why is Lucas so desperate to fly his 
plane again?


He wants to go home.

He wants to escape from Mara.

He needs to place a star in the night 
sky.

He needs to get a gift for Mara.


7) Which of these best describes the 
character of Mara (the girl) in the video?


A greedy person who wants 
everything for herself.

A selfish loner who revels in other 
people’s misery.

A joker who refuses to take things 
seriously.

A problem-solving engineer who tries 
to help others.


8) Which of these is the correct order of 
events in the video?


Mara fixes Lucas’ plane; A tiny bag 
lands on Mara’s head; Lucas places 
a star in the night sky; Mara’s plane 
crashes to the ground.

Mara’s plane crashes to the ground; 
Mara fixes Lucas’ plane; Lucas 
places a star in the night sky; A tiny 
bag lands on Mara’s head.

Mara’s plane crashes to the ground; 
A tiny bag lands on Mara’s head; 
Mara fixes Lucas’ plane; Lucas 
places a star in the night sky.

Lucas places a star in the night sky; 
Mara fixes Lucas’ plane; A tiny bag 
lands on Mara’s head; Mara’s plane 
crashes to the ground.




Soar 
Questions 

1. Write a description of the setting of this animation. 


_________________________________________________________________________________________


2. Pause the video at 0:49. How would you describe Mara’s feelings at this point? Why?


_________________________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________________________


3. What does Lucas (the small pilot) use to defend himself?


_________________________________________________________________________________________


4. Name three things that Mara uses to help Lucas fly again.


1) _______________________________________________________________________________________


2) _______________________________________________________________________________________


3) _______________________________________________________________________________________


5. Why is Lucas so desperate to fly his plane again?


_________________________________________________________________________________________


6. How would you describe Mara’s character? Explain your answer.


_________________________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________________________


7. Which of these is the correct order of events in the video?


Mara fixes Lucas’ plane; A tiny bag lands on Mara’s head; Lucas places a star in the night sky; 
Mara’s plane crashes to the ground.

Mara’s plane crashes to the ground; Mara fixes Lucas’ plane; Lucas places a star in the night 
sky; A tiny bag lands on Mara’s head.

Mara’s plane crashes to the ground; A tiny bag lands on Mara’s head; Mara fixes Lucas’ plane; 
Lucas places a star in the night sky.

Lucas places a star in the night sky; Mara fixes Lucas’ plane; A tiny bag lands on Mara’s head; 
Mara’s plane crashes to the ground.


8. This video is called ‘Soar’. Think of three synonyms for the word ‘soar’.


1) _______________________________________________________________________________________


2) _______________________________________________________________________________________


3) _______________________________________________________________________________________  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Soar 
Answers 

1. Write a description of the setting of this animation. 


_________________________________________________________________________________________


2. Pause the video at 0:49. How would you describe Mara’s feelings at this point? Why?


_________________________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________________________


3. What does Lucas (the small pilot) use to defend himself?


_________________________________________________________________________________________


4. Name three things that Mara uses to help Lucas fly again.


1) _______________________________________________________________________________________


2) _______________________________________________________________________________________


3) _______________________________________________________________________________________


5. Why is Lucas so desperate to fly his plane again?


_________________________________________________________________________________________


6. How would you describe Mara’s character? Explain your answer.


_________________________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________________________


7. Which of these is the correct order of events in the video?


Mara fixes Lucas’ plane; A tiny bag lands on Mara’s head; Lucas places a star in the night sky; 
Mara’s plane crashes to the ground.

Mara’s plane crashes to the ground; Mara fixes Lucas’ plane; Lucas places a star in the night 
sky; A tiny bag lands on Mara’s head.

Mara’s plane crashes to the ground; A tiny bag lands on Mara’s head; Mara fixes Lucas’ plane; 
Lucas places a star in the night sky.

Lucas places a star in the night sky; Mara fixes Lucas’ plane; A tiny bag lands on Mara’s head; 
Mara’s plane crashes to the ground.


8. This video is called ‘Soar’. Think of three synonyms for the word ‘soar’.


1) _______________________________________________________________________________________


2) _______________________________________________________________________________________


3) _______________________________________________________________________________________
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Any reasonable description, e.g. a grassy meadow.

Any reasoned justifications for her emotions, e.g. She is miserable / upset / dejected 

because her plane keeps crashing to the ground.

A pencil.

Any three from the following: pencils, sticky tape, her toy plane, her paper plans (blueprints) 

and string.

He needs to place a star in the night sky.

Accept reasonable answer that shows some analysis of Mara’s actions in the film.

Accept any suitable synonyms, e.g. climb, fly, rise, ascend.
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