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Who were the Pirates?
Discover who different groups of pirates were and 
where they sailed!

4 What was life like onboard?
Find out about the chores that pirates had to do, food they 
ate, games they played and rules for onboard ship.

20

Who were the most famous pirates?
Learn about some famous pirates and the terrible 
things that they did!

7 What was the best treasure?
Discover a pirate’s favourite types of treasure, how they 
captured it and what happened to those who were caught!
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What was a pirate ship like?
Explore the range of ships that pirates sailed and find 
out the different parts of them.

10 What happened to the pirates?
Learn what happened to the pirates and find out if there 
are still pirates today.

26

What jobs did pirates do?
Learn about the different jobs onboard a ship and find 
out what pirates wore too!

15 Glossary
Investigate what lots of different piratey words mean!
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All of the underlined words in this book are in 
the glossary, so you can check their meaning if 

you need to. Find the glossary at page 28.



Pirates were people who stole from other ships 
and ports. They have been around for 
thousands of years. Some groups of pirates 
have been called by different names (e.g. 
Vikings, Buccaneers, Privateers, Corsairs).

The most famous pirates were those who 
sailed 500 years ago and stole gold from 
Spanish ships. The Spanish had actually 
stolen the gold themselves from South 
America, so were an excellent target for 
pirates sailing the Caribbean Sea.
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In this section, 
you will learn 
about...

1. Different groups 
of pirates and the 
places they sailed 
around. 

2. A dangerous 
route called ‘The 
Pirate Round’. 

3. Why people 
decided to become 
pirates.



Successful pirates needed a fast ship that would allow them to 
surprise other ships. Smaller ships could turn more easily than 
larger vessels, helping them to make a quick getaway too! 
However, ships had to be large enough to carry 
the pirates, as well as the supplies that they 
needed for their journey.

Many older ships needed to be repaired 
regularly and it was hard work to keep 
them going. Many were shipwrecked, 
which meant that the pirates had 
to try and capture another.
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In this section, 
you will learn 
about...

1. The different 
parts of a pirate 
ship.

2. Different types 
of ships that 
pirates used to sail 
on their voyages.

3. How pirates 
used to 
communicate with 
others on the sea.
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Jolly Roger

Quarterdeck

Gunport

Cannon

Deck

Rudder

Rigging

Crow’s Nest
Main Mast

Foremost Mast

Bowsprit

Head

Hull

Anchor

Stores

Cannon Stores

Pirates ships were all 
slightly different, but 
most of them had the 
features shown here.

Can you work out 
what each part is 
for?
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There were lots of different jobs to do on 
board a pirate ship. Some were more skilled 
than others and these were often better paid.
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The Captain of a pirate ship was the most 
important job of all. They would set the rules for 
their crew to follow and keep the best treasure for 
themselves. However, if the crew were unhappy 
because of the lack of loot, they would sometimes 
throw a mutiny and throw the captain overboard, 
replacing him with someone else!

In this section, 
you will learn 
about...

1. The different 
types of jobs that 
pirates had to do.

2. Why these jobs 
were all very 
important.

3. The clothes that 
pirates might wear 
onboard the ship.



  © Teaching Packs - Pirates - Page 16

A surgeon inspected new recruits, before 
they joined the ship, to see if they were fit 
for duty. They also treated any sick and 
wounded pirates, sometimes removing 
limbs. Even though they were well paid, 
surgeons were very useful so pirates would 
often kidnap them if they got the chance!

A Quartermaster was second in command of 
the pirate ship. The quartermaster usually 
steered the ship, was in charge of supplies 
and dishing out any punishments for 
disobedience onboard. He usually led any 
attacks on other ships and was the first to 
leap aboard the hunted ship.

Did you know...
Blackbeard once shot his 

Quartermaster in the knee to 
show everyone who was the boss!



Pirates spent more time having fun than other sailors. They loved 
eating, drinking and singing, but they did have some chores. 

The ship had to be kept in excellent condition, so it was 
able to sail and manoeuvre well in battle (and also to 
avoid capture by the Royal Navy). Pirates had to 
scrub the decks and climb up rigging and sails, 
so they could be mended and moved. Supplies 
(such as fresh water and meat) had to be 
collected too, so pirates had to row out to islands 
to collect them. One pirate also had to climb to 
the top of the ship to look out for passing vessels.
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In this section, 
you will learn 
about...

1. The chores that 
pirates had to do 
while at sea. 

2. Food that they 
had to eat.

3.The rules and 
punishments for 
pirates onboard.

4. Games that 
pirates played.



What did pirates
eat and drink?

There wasn’t much variety in 
a pirate’s diet. The main food 
was biscuits, washed down 
with beer or wine. However, 
this was better than starving, 
which might happen if they 
were shipwrecked or if their 
ship couldn’t move because 
there wasn’t any wind.
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Turtle meat
But only if you can find any turtles.

Fish
Be careful that it doesn’t bite!

Fresh meat
If the expedition crew bring any animals or

birds from the island in the distance.

Eggs
The hens onboard ship have been laying eggs for us - they’re full of protein!

Hard Tack
Long-lasting biscuits that are tough to eat.

Better eat them in the dark, so you
don’t have to look at the weevils in them!

Limes
A great source of Vitamin C to stop us

from getting scurvy.

Beer and Wine
Water doesn’t stay fresh onboard ship,

so wash down our foul food with plenty of beer and wine!
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Where did pirates sleep?
If the weather was nice, most 
pirates slept on the deck. This 
was better than sleeping on the 
lower deck, which was dark, 
hot, cramped, noisy and smelly. 
Bilge water slopped below and 
there were rats everywhere!



Ambush
A surprise attack. 

Ammunition
All of the materials and weapons used in fights 
and battles.

Anchor
A heavy weight that was used to stop the ship 
from moving.

Artillery
Large guns used in battles, e.g. cannons.

Bandoleer
A belt used to hold ammunition.

Barnacle
A small sea creature that clings to rocks and the 
bottom of ships.

Barrel
A container, made of wood, used to hold liquids 
and other materials.

Barricade
Blocking others from getting / going somewhere.

Becalmed
When a ship with sails cannot move because 
there isn’t any wind.

Bilge water
Foul water that collects in the bottom of old ships.

Blackmail
Threatening someone with something, unless 
demands are met.

Boatswain (or Bosun)
Someone who checked that the ship was in 
working order and fully stocked.

Booty
Pirate treasure.

Bowsprit
A long pole that points out of the front of the ship.

Breeches
Clothing that covers the body from the waist 
down.

Buccaneer
Raided and stole from treasure ships and places 
around the Caribbean.

Cannon
A large gun that is mounted on wheels.

Cannon stores
Places where ammunition was kept.

Captain
The most important person on a ship.

Careening
Tipping the ship on its side and repairing the hull.

Cargo
Goods that were carried on a ship.

Carpenter
People who worked to fix ships and the things on 
them.

Cat-o'-nine tails
A whip used to punish sailors.

Coastguard
People who help to keep the seas safe and 
secure.

Colonies
Places that are ruled by another country.

Commission
Permission that was given to a privateer to attack 
enemy ships.

Communication
Ways of talking and sharing information with 
others.

Compass
An instrument used to find north that was used in 
navigation.

Cooper
Someone who made and repaired barrels.

Corsair
Pirates who sailed on the Mediterranean Sea 
between the 15th and 18th Centuries.

Crow's nest
A small platform high up on the mast that lets 
sailors / pirates look out to sea.

Cutlass
A short sword used by buccaneers. Popular 
because it didn’t get caught in rigging.

Dagger
A weapon with a sharp point used in fighting.

Deck
The floor of a ship.

Disobedience
Refusing to obey others or rules.
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