
Length is a type of 
measurement.

It tells us how long
or wide something is.

Length

We can also talk about
length of time but that is a 

different kind of measurement.



How many of 
these ‘length’ 
words do you 

know?

Length Vocabulary

Metric
Millimetre

Centimetre
Metre

Kilometre

Imperial
Inch
Foot
Yard
Mile

Measure Distance

Short
Shorter
Shortest

Long
Longer
Longest

Wide
Wider
Widest

Tall
Taller
Tallest

Deep
Deeper
Deepest

Narrow
Narrower
Narrowest

Convert

Ruler Tape Measure
Thick

Thicker
Thickest

Thin
Thinner
Thinnest

Shallow
Shallower
Shallowest



Using Rulers

When you are measuring, remember to start 
measuring at the 0. Don’t start at the end of the ruler.

Rulers 
can help 

us to 
measure 
length.

How to measure using a ruler
• Check your ruler carefully. Are you 

measuring in centimetres or inches?
• Put one end of your object at the ‘0’ 

on the ruler.
• Look at the other end of the object.
• Read the number that it is next to.
• This pencil is 6 centimetres long.



The metric 
measurements of 
length are: 
• millimetres (mm), 
• centimetres (cm),
• metres (m),
• kilometres (km).

Metric Units
This line is one millimetre long.

This line is one centimetre long.

1mm

1cm

1m

This boy is 
one metre

tall. This road is about
one kilometre long.
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How many counters? 
Can you find objects like 

these and measure them 

using counters or coins?
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Can you measure these lines in centimetres?

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10 1
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Sheep 
75cm (0.75m)

Hyena 
80cm (0.8m)

Giant Panda 
90cm (0.9m)

Bald Eagle 
1.02m

Lion 
1.2m



150cm

140cm

130cm

120cm

110cm

100cm

90cm

80cm

70cm

60cm

50cm

150cm

140cm

130cm

120cm

110cm

100cm

90cm

80cm

70cm

60cm

50cm
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The feast thief is less 
than 140cm tall.

The picnic pilferer is 
between 80cm and 

130cm tall.

The meal stealer is 
not the shortest 

person in the

identity parade.

The lunch muncher is 
not taller than 110cm.

Barry 
the Bear

Sammy 
the Squirrel

Ronnie 
the Rabbit

Connie 
the Cat

Who stole the zookeeper’s lunch?

Sheet 1



www.teachingpacks.co.uk©

1

Look at the pictures below.
Which dinosaur is taller?

3

2

4

A B

Look at the pictures below.
Which caterpillar is longer?

A

B

Look at the lines below.
Which line is longer?

Look at the lines below.
Which line is longer?

A

B

A

B
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41

David is 95cm tall. His sister 
Kate is 14cm taller than him. 

How tall is Kate?

Their brother Joe is 23cm taller 
than Kate. How tall is he?

43

42

44

Joseph’s sunflower is 2.4m tall. 
Emily’s sunflower is double the 

height of Joseph’s.

How tall is Emily’s sunflower? 

Riders of the Dragon roller coaster 
must be at least 110cm tall.

Nathan is 95cm tall and
his sister Megan is 87cm tall.

How many centimetres does each 
child need to grow to be able to 

ride on the Dragon?

Orlagh is making a tower of 
bricks. Each brick is 5cm tall.

If she starts with one brick on 
Monday and doubles the height 
of the tower each day, how tall 

will the tower be on Friday?



10 millimetres 
= 

1 centimetre
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100 centimetres 
= 

1 metre

12 inches 
= 

1 foot

1000 metres 
= 

1 kilometre



Thank you for looking at
our preview resources.

We hope that they are useful to you.

Join us today to download 
thousands of resources from
our popular Teaching Packs!
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