
Comprehension - Charlie And The Chocolate Factory. 
 
Reread this part of the story: 
 
The house wasn’t nearly large enough for so many people, and life was extremely uncomfortable 
for them all.  There were only two rooms in the place altogether, and there was only one bed.  
The bed was given to the four old grandparents because they were so old and tired.  They were so 
tired, they never got out of it. 
Mr Bucket was the only person in the family with a job.  He worked in a toothpaste factory, 
where he sat all day long at a bench and screwed the little caps onto the tops of the tubes of 
toothpaste after the tubes had been filled.  But a toothpaste cap screwer is never paid very much 
money, and poor Mr Bucket, however hard he worked, and however fast he screwed on the caps, 
was never able to make enough money to buy one half of the things that so large a family needed.  
There wasn’t even enough money to buy proper food for them all.  The only meals they could 
afford were bread and margarine for breakfast, boiled potatoes and cabbage for lunch, and 
cabbage soup for supper.  Sundays were a bit better.  They all looked forward to Sundays 
because then, although they had exactly the same, everyone was allowed a second helping. 
 
Answer these questions: 
 
How do you know the family is poor? 
Describe the house in your own words. 
Why was Mr Bucket’s job so boring? 
What meals were the family able to eat? 
Who slept in the bed? 
Describe these people in your own words. 
Why did the family look forward to a Sunday? 
What do you think the author (Roald Dahl) wants us to feel at this point in the story? 
Why do you think he wants us to feel this way at the beginning of the book?  
 Rewrite this section of the story, putting in your own adjectives.  Place them before the words 

that are underlined (the nouns). 
 
The house wasn’t nearly large enough for so many people, and life was extremely uncomfortable 
for them all.  There were only two rooms in the place altogether, and there was only one bed.  
The bed was given to the four old grandparents because they were so old and tired.  They were so 
tired, they never got out of it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Comprehension - Charlie And The Chocolate Factory. 

 
Reread this part of the story: 
 
The house wasn’t nearly large enough for so many people, and life was extremely uncomfortable 
for them all.  There were only two rooms in the place altogether, and there was only one bed.  
The bed was given to the four old grandparents because they were so old and tired.  They were so 
tired, they never got out of it. 
 
Answer these questions: 
 
How many rooms were in the house? 
Who was the bed given to? 
Why did they have the bed? 
Why do you think life was uncomfortable for the family? 
 
Now reread this part of the story: 
 
Mr Bucket was the only person in the family with a job.  He worked in a toothpaste factory, 
where he sat all day long at a bench and screwed the little caps onto the tops of the tubes of 
toothpaste after the tubes had been filled.  But a toothpaste cap screwer is never paid very much 
money, and poor Mr Bucket, however hard he worked, and however fast he screwed on the caps, 
was never able to make enough money to buy one half of the things that so large a family needed.   
 
Answer these questions: 
 
Who earned the money for the family? 
Describe this person’s job in your own words. 
 
Now reread this part of the story: 
 
There wasn’t even enough money to buy proper food for them all.  The only meals they could 
afford were bread and margarine for breakfast, boiled potatoes and cabbage for lunch, and 
cabbage soup for supper.  Sundays were a bit better.  They all looked forward to Sundays 
because then, although they had exactly the same, everyone was allowed a second helping. 
 
Answer these questions: 
 
What three meals did the family have each day? 
Why was Sunday a bit better than the other days? 
What do you think the author (Roald Dahl) wants us to feel at this point in the story? 
  Why do you think he wants us to feel this way at the beginning of the book? 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Comprehension - Charlie And The Chocolate Factory. 

 
Reread this part of the story: 
 
Charlie hadn’t moved.  He hadn’t even unwrapped the Golden Ticket from around the chocolate.  
He was standing very still, holding it tightly with both hands while the crowd pushed and shouted 
all around him.  He felt quite dizzy.  There was a peculiar floating sensation coming over him, as 
though he were floating up in the air like a balloon.  His feet didn’t seem to be touching the 
ground at all.  He could hear his heart thumping away somewhere loudly in his throat. 
 
Answer these questions: 
 
How do you think Charlie feels at this point in the story? 
Why does he feel this way? 
How does the author (Roald Dahl) let you know Charlie feels this way?  Write down at least 3 

words or phrases the author uses. 
 
 
Now reread this part of the story: 
 
Then very slowly, with a slow and marvellous grin spreading all over his face, Grandpa Joe lifted 
his head and looked straight at Charlie.  The colour was rushing to his cheeks, and his eyes were 
wide open, shining with joy, and in the centre of each eye, right in the very centre, in the black 
pupil, a little spark of wild excitement was slowly dancing.  Then the old man took a deep breath, 
and suddenly, with no warning whatsoever, an explosion seemed to take place inside him.  He 
threw up his arms and yelled ‘Yippeeeeeee!’  And at the same time, his  long bony body rose up 
out of the bed and his bowl of soup went flying into the face of Grandma Josephine, and in one 
fantastic leap, this old fellow of ninety-six and a half, who hadn’t been out of bed these last 
twenty years, jumped on to the floor and started doing a dance of victory in his pyjamas. 
 
Answer these questions: 
 
How does Grandpa Joe feel at this point in the story? 
Why does he feel this way?   
How does the author (Roald Dahl) let you know Grandpa Joe feels this way?  Write down at least 

3 words or phrases the author uses. 
 
Write the next part of the story yourself, showing the reactions of everyone else in the house 
(Grandpa George, Grandma Georgina, Mr Bucket and Mrs Bucket). 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Comprehension - Charlie And The Chocolate Factory. 
 
Reread the poem from chapter 21. 
 
Answer these questions: 
 
What do the Oompa Loompas think chewing gum is nearly as bad as? 
Where did Miss Bigelow chew gum? 
What did she chew when she had no gum? 
What happened to her chin because of her chewing? 
How many bits of gum did she chew a day? 
What are the Oompa Loompas going to try to do to Violet Beauregarde? 
 
 
Rewrite this part of the poem: 
 
But now, how strange! Although asleep 
Her mouth kept chewing, ________________! 
They chewed and chewed right through the night, 
With __________________________________________. 
Her jaws would chomp and chomp and chomp, 
They couldn’t stop, _______________________ . 
And late at night, the noise they made -  
Saw all her neighbours quite afraid. 
They called the police, ambulance, fire - 
They __________________________________ . 
But Mrs Bigelow’s mouth just couldn’t be stopped, 
It ________________________________________. 
Now she sits alone in a quiet place 
Her teeth still _____________________ . 
So let this lesson teach you some - 
It isn’t wise ____________________ . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Comprehension - Charlie And The Chocolate Factory. 

 
Reread this part of the story: 
 
“Supervitamin Chocolate contains huge amounts of vitamin A and vitamin B.  It also contains 
vitamin C, vitamin D, vitamin E, vitamin F, vitamin G, vitamin I, vitamin J, vitamin K, vitamin L, 
vitamin M, vitamin N, vitamin O, vitamin P, vitamin Q, vitamin R, vitamin T, vitamin U, vitamin 
V, vitamin W, vitamin X, vitamin Y, and, believe it or not, vitamin Z!  The only two vitamins it 
doesn’t have in it are vitamin S, because it makes you sick, and vitamin H, because it makes you 
grow horns on the top of your head, like a bull.  But it does have in it a small amount of the rarest 
and most magical vitamin of all - vitamin Wonka.” 
 
Answer these questions: 
 
Which 2 vitamins does the chocolate contain huge amounts of? 
Which 2 vitamins does the chocolate not contain? 
Why doesn’t it contain these vitamins? 
Decide what all the other vitamins contain that are helpful - see the examples below: 
 
Vitamin A = answers to all questions. 
 
Vitamin B = bravery. 
 
EXTENSION. 
 
Can you write a poem using these vitamins and their qualities?  It could be something the Oompa 
Loompas might sing! 
 
Example: 
 
Vitamin A is good for answers -  
B for bravery, C for calm. 
Vitamin D is great for dancers, 
E for energy in your arm! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Comprehension - Charlie And The Chocolate Factory. 

 
Reread this part of the story: 
 
The four old people, two at either end of the bed, propped themselves up on their pillows and 
stared with anxious eyes at the bar of chocolate in Charlie’s hands. 
Mr and Mrs Bucket came in and stood at the end of the bed, watching Charlie. 
The room became silent.  Everybody was waiting now for Charlie to start opening his present.  
Charlie looked down at the bar of chocolate.  He ran his fingers slowly back and forth along the 
length of it, stroking it lovingly, and the shiny paper wrapper made little sharp crackly noises in 
the quiet room. 
 
Now answer these questions: 
 
Who was in the room at first? 
Who else joined them in the room? 
Why re these people all gathered together? 
Why is this such a special event? (Give at least 2 reasons) 
How is everyone feeling?  (Try to use a few adjectives to describe their feelings) 
Why  did the present not get opened straight away? 
What happens when the present is opened?  (Check your answer on page 33 of the text if you are 

not sure) 
Imagine that the chapter ends differently.  What do you think everyone would have said and 

done?  Write your own ending to this chapter.  Here are a few sentences from the book to start 
you off: 

 
Very slowly, Charlie’s fingers began to tear open one corner of the wrapping paper.   
The old people in the bed all leaned forward, craning their scraggy necks. 
Then suddenly, as though he couldn’t bear the suspense any longer, Charlie tore the wrapper 
right down the middle … and on to his lap, there fell … 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


