
 
The Wright brothers made their first successful 
powered flight at Kitty Hawk, North Carolina on the 
17th of December 1903. 
The flight lasted for 12 
seconds and covered 36 
metres (120 feet). 
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Before they built their first 
plane with an engine, the 
brothers developed their ideas 
about flight using gliders. They 
experimented for four years.



The first plane was damaged by a 
gust of wind during testing and 
never flew again. However it 
was put on display and can now 
be seen at the Space and Air 
Museum in  Washington DC, USA.
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When they were little boys, the 
brothers were already interested 
in flying. Their father gave them a 
toy flying helicopter in 1878. 



  Wilbur Wright was born on the 16th 
of April 1867 in Millville, Indiana. 
By the time his brother Orville was 
born in 1871, the family had 
moved to Dayton, Ohio. 
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On the 30th of May 1899, 
Wilbur wrote to the 
Smithsonian Institution, asking 
for information about flying. By 
the summer of that year, the 
brothers had built a kite to begin to test their ideas.



 
The Wright brothers were inspired by 
the work of Otto Lilienthal, who 
proved that human flight was possible 
using gliders. They began to work on 
flight seriously after Lilientahl's death 
in a flying accident in 1896. 
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On the 14th of December 1903, 
Wilbur won the toss and had the 
first attempt at flying the Wright 
Flyer. He was not successful and 
the plane was slightly damaged. 



  Neither of the brothers finished 
High School, and everything they 
knew about flight they taught 
themselves. 
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In 1939, President Roosevelt 
established the National Aviation 
Day in the USA. It is celebrated on 
the 19th of August, Orville 
Wright's birthday. 



  When he went to the moon in 
1969, Neil Armstrong carried 
a piece of fabric and a piece 
of wood from the Wright 
Flyer in his spacesuit pocket. 
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The brothers ran a bicycle repair 
shop (The Wright Cycle Company) 
and used the money 
from it to finance their 
flight experiments. 



  To improve their study of flight, the brother built 
their own wind tunnel 
for testing. This gave 
them detailed data to 
work with. 
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The engine of the Wright 
Flyer was based on an engine 
for a car. They had it made by 
a foundry in Dayton in Ohio 
to their exact specifications. 



There were five witnesses to the 
first flight. One of them, John 
Daniels, took a famous photo of 
the first flight. He had never seen 
a camera before. 
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Newspaper stories about the first 
flight were full of mistakes. For 
example, one stated that the 
flight was 3 miles long! 



  In 1910 the Wright Brothers 
opened the first civilian flight 
school in Montgomery 
Alabama. When they started,  
they had five students. 
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Orville Wright was appointed to 
the National Advisory Council 
on Aeronautics by President 
Woodrow Wilson in 1920. The 
council was the forerunner of 
modern day NASA.



 
On the 19th of 
September 1904, the 
brothers flew a plane in 
a full circle. This was a 
major achievement, as 
before that they had only flown in straight lines!
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Orville was the pilot in the first 
fatal plane crash, on September 
17th 1908. He was badly injured 
but his passenger, Lt. Thomas 
Selfridge, died of a fractured skull. 
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