
Elizabeth was the daughter of 
Henry VIII and Anne Boleyn. 
She was born on 7th September 
1533 at Greenwich Palace in 
London.  
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She was crowned at Westminster 
Abbey on the 15th January 1559. 
She was the third child of Henry 
VIII to become the English 
monarch. 



Elizabeth was the last Tudor 
monarch. She died on the 24th 
March 1603 in Richmond. 
She was 69 years old.
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Elizabeth caught smallpox in 
1562. To cover up the scars, she 
wore thick white make up which 
contained lead and vinegar. 



Elizabeth did not visit theatres 
herself, but plays by Shakespeare 
and other playwrights were 
performed for her at court. 
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In 1577, Elizabeth secretly asked 
Sir Francis Drake to attack the 
Spanish colonies in South America. 
During the expedition he became the 
first Englishman to circumnavigate 
(sail right around) the world.



Elizabeth's cousin, Mary Queen of 
Scots, had a strong claim to the 
English throne. Elizabeth kept Mary 
in prison for nearly 20 years and 
eventually agreed to have her 
executed in 1587.
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Her mother, Anne Boleyn, was 
executed when Elizabeth was only 
two years old. Elizabeth wore a 
locket ring with her mother's 
picture hidden inside it.  



When she was a princess 
Elizabeth was imprisoned for a 
short time in the Tower of 
London. She was suspected of 
being involved in a plot against 
her half-sister, Queen Mary I.
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Elizabeth was the only English 
Queen who never married and she 
was known as "The Virgin Queen". 
She was also known as "Gloriana" 
and "Good Queen Bess".



Elizabeth often went on Summer 
Progresses, which were extended 
journeys around the country. She 
often rode a horse so that people 
could admire her fine clothes 
and jewellery. 
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While the Queen was away on 
a Progress, her palaces were 
"purged" (thoroughly cleaned) 
as they got very smelly!  



Elizabeth restored the Protestant 
faith and reinstated the Church of 
England. Her half-sister Mary I had 
made the country Catholic and had 
executed Protestants.  
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In 1559, Parliament wanted 
Elizabeth to marry to make the 
country safer. She said "I have 
already joined myself in marriage 
to a husband, namely, the 
kingdom of England."



Elizabeth was very well educated. 
She spoke French and Latin fluently, 
as well as other languages. She 
could play several musical 
instruments and was very skilled 
at needlework. 
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In 1588, Spain sent an Armada 
of 130 ships to England to try 
to overthrow Elizabeth. The 
Armada failed and only 67 
ships returned to Spain. 



Elizabeth owned the first known 
wristwatch (which was a watch set 
in a bracelet). This was given to her 
by Robert Dudley in 1571.
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The Queen kept tight 
control over her public 
image and only artists 
that she had chosen 
were allowed to paint 
her portrait. 



Elizabeth greatly enjoyed hunting 
and she was an accomplished 
hunter. A French Ambassador said 
that, on a hunting trip, "she took 
the cross-bow and killed six does". 
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Elizabeth believed in astrology and 
had a personal astrologer, John Dee.  
He advised her on many important 
matters and even picked the date 
for her Coronation. 
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