The largest amount of rainfall
ever recorded in one minute
was at Unionville, Maryland,
USA. On the 4th of July 1956,
31.1mm (1.22 inches) was
recorded In just sixty seconds!

Wind is measured on the Beaufort
Scale, which was created by Sir
Francis Beaufort in the early 19th
century. The main scale goes
from O (calm) to 12 (hurricane),
with 5 extra for tropical typhoons.
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Every day, about 100 lightning
bolts strike the earth's surface.
That's 8 million strikes a day!

A tornado Is destructive, rotating

wind that can reach up to 300

miles (483 kilometres) an hour.
They are also known as twisters. [IESESSSSESSE
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It is possible to tell the temperature by counting the
number of chirps a cricket makes in g
25 seconds. Divide the number by
three, then add four to get the
temperature in degrees Celsius.

The hottest temperature ever
recorded on Earth was 56.7
degrees Celsius (134.06 degrees
Fahrenheit). It was recorded at
Greenland Ranch, Death Valley,
California, USA.
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recorded on Earth was -89.2 /

|

degrees Celsius (-128.56 degrees 2%

\

Fahrenheit). This was recorded at \ﬂ

The coldest temperature ever '

Vostok Station, Antarctica.

On Sunday the 6th of August, 2000, it rained fish In
Great Yarmouth, Norfolk. Unusual weather conditions
can cause fish to be scooped
up from water and carried a
few miles in rain clouds!
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Between 1309 and 1814 the
River Thames in London
froze at least 23 times, and
on 5 occasions it froze so
hard that "Frost Fairs" were
held on the ice.

Weatner

A drought occurs when a region
gets very little rainfall, leading to
a shortage of water. During the
1930s, parts of Midwest America
experienced severe droughts,
now known as the Dust Bowl.
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Severe weather can be deadly.
n 1970, a tropical cyclone
Killed 300,000 people in East
Pakistan (now Bangladesh).

The largest hailstone ever
recorded was found in Vivian
South Dakota, USA. It was
20.5cm (8 inches) wide and
weight 0.75kg (1.6 pounds).
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Meteorology is the science of
the Earth's atmosphere.
Meteorologists are able to
make predictions about
weather by studying the
atmosphere.
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Snow is formed in clouds when
the temperature is low. Ice
crystals stick together to make
snowflakes. If the cloud of
snowflakes becomes too
heavy, snow falls.
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Before computers, people forecast

the weather by carefully observing

the sky, and watching the behaviour

of animals. They remembered by

using rhymes and sayings like:

Red sky at night, shepherd's delight,

Red sky in the morning, shepherd's warning!

Monsoons are caused by cool
sea breezes blowing onto
warmer land. In some parts of
the world, wildlife and plants
depend on monsoon rains, and
will die if it does not come.
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We can measure the atmosphere
using instruments such as
thermometers (temperature),
barometers (atmospheric pressure)
and hygrometers (humidity).
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Fog is made up of tiny water
droplets in the air. A cubic
metre of fog contains about
0.5ml of water.
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The larger a raindrop Is, the
faster it falls. Large raindrops
can fall as fast as 20 miles
(32 kilometres) an hour!

When they are in a cloud,
raindrops are spherical, but as
they fall they are flattened out by
bumping into other raindrops and
by air resistance. This makes

them look more like a jelly bean!
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