Spain's full name is the
Kingdom of Spain (or Reino
de Espana in Spanish). ltis
situated on the Iberian
Peninsula, which it shares
W|th Portugal.
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currency of Spain has
been the Euro. Before
that the country used
the Peseta, which was
first mtroduced In 1869.
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Madrid is the capital city of
Spain and has a population of
around 3.3 million people
(2018), with another 3 million
people living in the =
surrounding area. It has been the capital since 1606

Spanish is the official
language across the

country, but there are also ESPANOL’?
regional official languages; ‘
Catalan, Basque, Galician >

and Aranese.
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: The highest point in Spain is
[ Mount Teide, an active volcano
on the island of Tenerife. It is
‘ 3,718m (12,200ft) high and
visitors can go part way up it
“ on a cable car.

z Mainland Spain has borders with E =

= Portugal, Gibraltar, Andorra and —
France. Spain also has a border [

with Morocco, on the African '
‘ continent, as the North African @ &
u cities of Ceuta and Melilla are Spamsh territory.
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The Spanish national
anthem, Marcha
Real, has no words. It
IS one of only four
wordless national
anthems in the world.

Spain is a constitutional
monarchy: this means
that it has a parliament
to make laws and a
royal family.
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The total land area of
Spain, including
Islands and territories,
IS 498,980 sq km
(192,657 sq miles).

: The country of Spain was -
formed in the 15th century. ™
Today it is organised into Ry
17 regions, each with their e e S
own government and ST r
culture. gl g, T el
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Don Quixote (usually
pronounced Don Key-Ho-Tay) is
considered to be the world's first
novel. It was written by Spanish
Novelist Miguel de Cervantes,
and published in 1605.

Spain produces around 2
45% of the world's olive |
oil, mostly in the region
of Andalucia.
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L When Spanish children
lose a tooth, they put it
under their pillow for

B
L‘ Ratoncito Perez, a mouse,

to collect. He leaves them
a gift in return.

z The oldest restaurant in
) the world can be found in
Madrid. According to the
Guinness Book of
Records, Botin Restaurant
has been open since 1725!
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z Tourism is very

|mportant to the
Spanish economy. Over
100 million people
m visited Spain in 2017.

z Flamenco is a

tradltlonal style of music
and dance which
originates in Andalusia,
southern Spain.
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La Tomatina is a tomato
festival, held every
summer in the town of
Bunol, in Valencia.
People taking part throw
tomatoes at each other!

z Spanish people

tradltlonally have two
surnames, one from

m their mother and one
Y

=
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from their father.
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capital cities; Santa Cruz de Tenerife
‘ and Las Palmas de Gran Canaria.

= The 12th of October is the National
— Day of Spain. The day was chosen
< as it is the day on which Christopher
‘ Columbus first arrived in the

u Americas.
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-l The Canary Islands have two official =
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