
 
The flag of Scotland is the 
cross of Saint Andrew. It has 
a white cross on a blue 
backgound and is known as 
the Saltire. This flag has been 
used since the 16th century.
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The thistle is the emblem of 
Scotland. There are lots of legends 
about why it was adopted, but it 
has been associated with 
Scotland for centuries. 



 

"Flower of Scotland" is the Scottish 
national anthem. It was written in 
the 1960s, but the lyrics are about 
the Battle of Bannockburn in 1314.
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In 2015, according to official 
estimates, the population of 
Scotland was nearly 5.4 million 
people. This is about 8% of the 
population of the United Kingdom.



 
Ben Nevis is the highest 
mountain in Scotland, at 
approximately 1344m (4406ft) 
above sea level. There was an 
observatory on the top from 
1883 until 1904.  
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Abhainn Tatha (or the River Tay 
in English) is the longest river in 
Scotland. It is 188 km (117 miles) 
long and flows from Ben Lui in 
the highlands to Dundee.  



 
Loch Ness is the largest lake 
in Scotland because it 
contains the largest volume 
of water. However, Loch 
Lomond covers a larger area 
and Loch Awe is longer. 
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Edinburgh was the first 
city in the world to have 
an organised fire brigade, 
formed in 1824. 



 

Glasgow is the most 
populated city in 
Scotland, followed by 
Edinburgh, Aberdeen, 
Dundee and Paisley.
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Scotland has 3 official languages: 
English, Gaelic and Scots. Gaelic is 
spoken in the Western Isles and 
Highlands, with Scots more 
popular in the Lowlands and 
Northern Isles.  



 
Loch Ness is so large that 
it holds more water than 
all of the lakes in England 
and Wales put together! 
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The Scottish Parliament 
meets in Edinburgh. It 
makes decisions about 
things that affect 
Scotland, for example 
health and education.



 
Edinburgh has been the 
capital of Scotland since 
1437. Both Arthur's Seat 
and the Castle Rock in 
the centre of the city are 
extinct volcanoes!
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Tartan is a traditional 
Scottish fabric and has been 
worn in kilts by Scottish 
soldiers for centuries. 



  The Romans built Hadrian's Wall from one coast of 
Scotland to the other to 
separate themselves from 
the Pict tribes that lived in 
Scotland. 
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Scotland has 790 islands. 
99 of them are inhabited 
and about 100,000 
people live on them.



  The national animal of 
Scotland is the unicorn. 
King Robert adopted it as 
the national animal in the 
14th century.
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The motto of Scotland is "Nemo 
me impune lacessit"  which 
translates from the latin as 
"No one provokes me with 
impunity", meaning "No one can 
harm me unpunished".



  The University of St 
Andrews is one of the 
oldest universities in 
the world. It was 
founded in 1413.
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Haggis is a famous 
Scottish food, made from 
the heart, liver and lungs 
of a sheep, boiled in the 
animal's stomach. 
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