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The source of the river usually starts 
in the mountains. Water comes out 

of the ground in a spring.

In the upper course, the stream rushes down steep 
slopes and channels with very little water in it.

In the middle course, other 
streams join the main stream. 
It becomes a river, with more 
water in it, and starts to flow 

more slowly.

In the lower course, 
the river is wider and 
has more water in it. 
It flows very slowly.

At the mouth of the river, the fresh water joins 
the salty seawater. This is an estuary. 
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