
 
The national motto of France is 
Liberté Egalité Fraternité, 
meaning Liberty, Equality, 
Fraternity (Brotherhood). Before 
France started to use the Euro, it 
appeared on French coins.
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In 2017, the population of France 
was just over 67 million people. 
About 2.2 million people live in 
the capital, Paris.



 
As well as mainland France, the 
country has overseas 
territories in the Atlantic, 
Pacific and Indian oceans. 
More than 2.6 million people 
live in these overseas territories. 
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French is the official language 
of France, but there are many 
unofficial local languages in 
use, such as Catalan, Basque 
and Breton. 



 
The highest point, and 
tallest mountain, in France 
is Mont Blanc. Situated in 
the Alps, along the border 
with Italy, it is 4,808 metres 
(15,777 feet) high. 
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The French flag is made of 
of three equal stripes; blue, 
white and red. It is known 
as the tricolore, meaning 
three colours.



  The French national anthem, 
La Marseillaise, was 
composed on the 24th of April, 
1792, and adopted as the 
national anthem in 1795.
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Mainland France has borders 
with eight other countries  
(Andorra, Belgium, Germany, 
Italy, Luxembourg, Monaco, 
Spain and Switzerland).



  The Eiffel Tower in Paris was 
built as the entranceway to the 
World's Fair in 1889. It was 
originally intended to be 
temporary.
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The Tour de France is a world famous cycle race held 
annually in France. It takes a 
different route every year 
(including visiting other 
countries) but always ends in 
the Champs-Élysées in Paris. 



  French cheese is famous 
throughout the world. There 
are believed to be over 350 
different types made in the 
country.
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Since 2016, mainland France and 
Corsica have been divided into 
thirteen administrative regions, with 
the overseas territories divided into 
another five. 



 
Bastille Day takes place every 
year on the 14th of July. It 
commemorates the day in 1789 
when the Bastille Prison in Paris 
was stormed by angry crowds 
during the French Revolution.
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The largest religious group in France is Christians, 
who make up around 66% of the population. About 
8% of the people are Muslim, with 
much smaller communities of 
Buddhists, Jewish people and 
other religions.



 
Mainland France covers 
551,500 square kilometres 
(212935.34 square miles), 
which makes it the largest 
country in the European 
Union.
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L’Académie Française is a 
council which is the authority on 
the correct use of the French 
language. It publishes the 
official French dictionary and 
was originally founded in 1635.



  The Gare du Nord in Paris is 
Europe's busiest railway 
station, with over 200 million 
passengers passing through 
every year. 
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The metric system was 
developed in France by a 
vicar from Lyons named 
Gabriel Mouton. He first 
began work on the idea in 
1670.



  France has several patron saints, of 
which the best known is probably 
Joan of Arc. She led the French army 
against the English in the fifteenth 
century and was burnt at the stake.
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In 2014, France was the most 
popular tourist destination in the 
world. Over 83.7 million people 
visited the country!
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