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Maurice was often ill when he was younger, so 
he couldn’t play with many 
other children. He spent lots 
of time reading books and 
telling stories instead.

Maurice was born in 
1928 and he grew up 
in New York.
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During World War II, the village where Maurice’s 
father grew up was 
destroyed and most of his 
family were killed or taken 
to concentration camps.

When he was a child, 
Maurice also loved to 
watch cartoons and films 
(including King Kong).
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Maurice taught himself 
to draw but he also 
studied art at night 
school for a short time.

Maurice used to 
work in a toy shop, 
decorating the 
store windows.
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The story Where The 
Wild Things Are has 
been turned into a 
film and an opera!

He started illustrating books for other authors, 
until his own book Where 
The Wild Things Are came 
out in 1963. This made him 
famous all around the world.
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Some of Maurice’s books include 
Where the Wild Things Are, 
Chicken Soup with Rice and
In the Night Kitchen.

Maurice had written 
or illustrated nearly 
100 books during his 
sixty-five years as an 
author / illustrator.
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Some of his stories 
include brave 
children who stand 
up to things that 
scare them.

Many of Maurice’s 
stories are about 
dark and scary 
places and things.
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Maurice had a huge collection of 
Mickey Mouse objects, but he 
didn’t like it when Disney changed 
how Mickey looked in 1940.

Maurice often used 'cross-hatching' when he 
was drawing. He drew lots 
of lines that cross over 
each other to create 
different shades.
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Lots of original drawings, photographs and 
objects from Maurice’s
life can be found at the 
Rosenbach museum in 
Philadelphia.

Maurice once said that he hated
people and preferred to
spend time in the
company of
dogs.



www.teachingideas.co.uk
Images: © ThinkStock©

Maurice won lots of awards, 
including the Caldecott 
Medal for Where The Wild 
Things Are in 1964.

Maurice was interested in 
the theatre and he made 
costumes and sets for 
theatre productions.
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Maurice died on 
8th May 2012 at 
the age of 83.

People have described 
Maurice as ‘the 
Picasso of children’s 
literature’ and ‘the 
King of Dreams’.
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