Judith Kerr was born in Berlin
iIn Germany on 14 June 1923.

Judith’s father Alfred Kerr
was a famous drama critic
who wrote books and witty
verses. Judith’s mother was
a pianist and composer

who wrote two operas.
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Judith'’s father used to travel
through the dangerous streets of
Berlin under escort so he could
make weekly anti-Nazi broadcasts.
His books were burned and a
reward was offered for his capture.

In 1933, when Judith was
only 9 years old, she escaped
Germany with her parents
and brother. They finally
arrived in England in 1936.
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During the Second World War,
Judith worked for the Red Cross
helping wounded soldiers.

In 1945, Judith won a
scholarship to the

Central School of Arts
and Crafts in London.
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Judith has had many
different jobs. She has
worked as an artist, a BBC
television scriptwriter and
as an author and illustrator
of children’s books.

Many of Judith’s books are
based on the quirks of her
own pet cats.




Judith'’s first children’s book was
The Tiger Who Came to Tea. This
was first published in 1968 and
has now sold over 5 million copies.

The Tiger Who Came to Tea
started out as a bedtime
story Kerr created to tell
her own daughter.
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Kerr has also written some

semi-autobiographical novels such
as When Hitler Stole Pink Rabobit.
This tells the tale of her family’s
escape from Nazi Germany.

Judith has written two
other books which deal
with the issues surrounding
the Second World War and
the Holocaust.
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Judith was married to
script writer Nigel Kneale,
who sadly died in 2006.

Judith is most well known for
her famous creation Mog the
cat. The’'Mog’books have been
on the bestseller list for over
thirty years.
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Mog returned as a CGI character
for the 2015 Christmas advert
for a supermarket. This is based
on the book Mog's Christmas
Calamity.

Judith’s favourite
children’s book
author is Dr Seuss.
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Judith was awarded the OBE
(Officer of the Order of the British
Empire) in the 2012 Queen's
Birthday Honours List for her
services to children's literature
and Holocaust Education.

Judith has two children.
Matthew Kneale is a novelist
who won the Whitbread
Prize in 2000 and Tacy
Kneale is a designer.
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Judith Kerr is still
illustrating and writing

her own children’s books.

Judith has lived in Barnes in London
for the last 50 years and currently has
a white cat named Katinka.
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