Eric Carle was born on the
25th of June 1929 in
Syracuse, New York, USA.
His parents were German
and the family moved back to
Germany when he was six.

Carle went to Art School in Germany
and moved back to America as an
adult to find work as a graphic
designer.
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Carle began illustrating children's
books when the author Bill Martin
Junior saw his work on an
advertisement and asked him to
llustrate his book Brown Beatr,
Brown Bear, What Do You See?

Carle uses hand painted
tissue papers which he
cuts and tears, before
using collage to make his
distinctive illustrations.
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The Very Hungry Caterpillar
has been translated into
over 50 languages and has
sold more than 33 million
copies around the world.

When Carle moved back to
the USA In 1952, he only
had $40 in his wallet. He
found a job at the New York
Times newspaper.
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During World War Il, Carle's
father Erich was drafted into
the German army and spent
eight years away from home,
some of it as a Russian
prisoner of war.

army during the Korean War.
As he could speak German he
was sent to Stuttgart, where
his parents lived.
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Eric Carle has been married

twice. He had two children
with his first wife. He married
his second wife Barbara
(known as Bobbie) Morrison

In 1973. Bobbie died in 2015.

Eric Carle has one sister, Christa,
who Is 21 years younger than him.
The Very Hungry Caterpillar is
dedicated to her.
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The Eric Carle Museum of

Picture Book Art was founded
by Carle and his wife and A
opened in 2002. It was inspired |
by picture book museums they

visited in Japan.

Carle has written and
lllustrated over 75 books and

sold over 88 million copies of
his book worldwide.
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When he was a young boy,
Carle had a dream that he
would build a bridge from
Germany to America.

The stage show "The Very
Hungry Caterpillar’ uses 75
puppets to bring Carle's books
to life. It has been staged on
Broadway and in London.
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In the first version of the book, :
The Very Hungry Caterpillar was
actually a worm. Carle's editor
suggested he change it to a
caterpillar.

Carle's favourite book that he has
written is Do You Want To Be My
~riend? He says this Is because
ne grew up as an only child so
nis friends were very

important to him.
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Carle's first published book that he
wrote and illustrated himself was
1, 2, 3 To The Zoo, which was
published in 1968.

Papa, Please Get The Moon For Me
IS based on a time when his
daughter was little and asked him to
get the moon for her, as she thought
it was a ball.
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When he was 14, Carle was
evacuated from Stuttgart. He
was supposed to live withthe | _ HEL

family of a baker, but swapped f%m',‘",f::.lﬂ'l
with his friend at the station and |ges =

went to another family instead.

Carle's father was also a
talented artist. Carle’s first
grade teacher, Miss Frickey,
recognised Eric's talent when
he was at school in the USA.
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