
 
Tim Berners-Lee was 
born in London on 8th 
June 1955. He had two 
brothers and one sister.
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Tim’s parents were 
mathematicians who 
worked on the world’s first 
computer to go on sale.



  When Tim’s mother worked at 
an electrical engineering 
company called Ferranti, she 
successfully fought for women 
to get the same pay as men.
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Tim’s family didn’t have a 
television when he was little, so 
they entertained themselves in 
other ways, by playing, reading 
and making things.



 
When his family did get a television, 
Tim loved watching Doctor Who. He 
loved the stories about time-travel 
and the amazing gadgets.
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Tim loved building models 
when he was younger and 
he used scrap materials to 
make them.



 
Tim travelled to school on a 
train and grew to love them. 
When he got an electric 
train set, he took the trains 
apart to see how the 
electronics worked.
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Tim was banned from using the 
computers at his university 
(because he crashed them by 
printing out too much work) so he 
built his own instead!



 
At university, Tim met Jane Northcote 
and they later married. However, as the 
years went by, they grew apart and 
decided to divorce. Tim decided to 
make a big change and went to work at 
The European Organization for Nuclear 
Research (CERN) in Switzerland.
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At CERN, everyone used computers to work on different projects. 
But it was difficult for people to share information about their 
projects. Tim proposed an idea which would allow everyone to 
read information and add to it using the 
Internet, with hyperlinks to link between 
different pages of information.



 

In 1990, Tim married an American 
called Nancy Carlson. In 1994, 
they had a son called Ben.
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Tim created the language 
for writing hypertext 
(HTML) and a set of rules 
for sending the hypertext 
documents over the 
Internet (HTTP).



 
Tim created the world’s first 
website on 6th August 
1991. You can see a version 
of the site today at http://
info.cern.ch/hypertext/
WWW/TheProject.html
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A computer browser can follow the 
instructions in the HTML to display the 
website on a screen. Tim suggested that 
university students try to design the first 
browsers. An American team created 
Netscape Navigator and this became 
incredibly popular.
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Tim could have used his 
invention to make himself 
rich. But instead he gave it 
to everyone for free.
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Tim gave some advice for people 
building their own website. He 
said ‘You can link to any piece of 
information. You don’t need to ask 
for permission. What you create is 
limited only by your imagination.'



Tim likes reading science fiction 
stories, including books by Arthur 
C. Clarke. One of his favourites was 
‘Dial F for Frankenstein’.
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Tim helped to create the World 
Wide Web Consortium (W3C). 
This organisation oversees the 
web to make sure that the 
standards are followed and so 
that everyone can use it.



In 2004, Tim received a 
knighthood from the Queen. 
He is ‘Sir’ Berners-Lee.
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During the Opening Ceremony 
of the London 2012 Olympics, 
Tim sat at the centre of the 
stadium and sent a tweet. It 
said ‘This is for everyone.'
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