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Laptop
A personal computer that is 
usually for mobile use.

Keyboard
A set of keys / buttons that 
are used to type text and 
numbers into a program.

CD / DVD Drive
A disk drive that reads (and 
sometimes writes) data to
CDs and / or DVDs.

System Unit
The main part of a desktop 
computer that contains lots of 
electronic equipment.

USB Hub
Lets you connect several USB 
devices to one USB port on 
your computer.

P rinter
Produces a paper copy of 
electronic documents.
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Monitor
A screen (or display) that 
shows text and graphics.

Memory Card Reader
A device that lets you access data 
(e.g. photos) on a memory card like 
those used in digital cameras.

Speakers
Equipment that plays audio 
(sound) produced by the 
computer.

Mouse
A device that is used to point 
to and ‘click’ on objects on a 
computer screen.

Battery
Stores electrical energy to power 
the computer. Some computers are 
powered by mains electricity and 
don’t use a battery.

Memory Stick (USB Flash Drive)
A device that stores data. They 
can be moved from computer to 
computer to transfer the data.
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Fingerprint Scanner
A device that captures a 
digital image of a fingerprint.

Hard Drives
A device that stores and 
retrieves computer data.

Graphics Card
A special card that generates 
images for the display. These 
are often used in gaming.

Web Cam
A video camera that is used to 
take photos, record video and 
have ‘video chats’ online.

CPU (P rocessor)
Equipment that carries out the 
instructions of computer 
programs.

Network Card
Connects the computer to a 
network.
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Motherboard
A circuit board that holds important 
parts of the computer and has 
connections for other equipment.

Fan
A machine that is used to cool 
the parts inside a computer.

Power Button
Used to turn the computer on 
(and off).

Memory Modules
Stores and finds data quickly 
but loses the information if the 
power is turned off.

Sound Card
Generates sound for games, 
video, audio and multimedia 
software.

Case
The ‘box’ that holds most of 
the parts of a computer.
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