
© Teaching Packs - The Victorians - Page 1

By Helen and Mark Warner



In 1837, at the age of eighteen, Princess 

Victoria became queen of the United 

Kingdom. She ruled for sixty four 

years until her death in 1901. This time 

is called the Victorian period and the 

people are known as Victorians.

The Victorian period was a time of 

huge change and resulted in a large 

expansion of the British Empire.
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In this section, 
you will learn 
about...

1. The changes that 
took place during 
the Victorian 
period.

2. A special event 
called The Great 
Exhibition.

3. How we know 
about life in 
Victorian times.
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An illustration of Queen Victoria 
and Prince Albert.

Did You Know?

The Palace of Westminster was built in Victorian times. 

Construction started in 1840 and it took thirty years to build.



The homes of rich Victorian families were lavishly furnished and the rooms often included:
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Drawing room
The drawing room was usually found on the 
first floor. This is where the family and guests 
gathered to talk and play games.

Library or study
This was where the head of the household 
spent most of their time when they were 
home.

Dining room
The dining room was on the ground floor and 
was where family and guests ate together. 
They usually had long, polished tables because 
rich Victorians liked to throw dinner parties to 
impress their peers.

Bathroom
Bathrooms were equipped with the modern 
conveniences of the time, including a bath and 
flushing toilet.

Bedrooms
The adults’ bedrooms were usually on the 
second floor of the house. Each bedroom 
usually contained a washstand, a wash bowl 
and a jug.

Children’s rooms
The children’s rooms were usually on the 
second floor. These included the bedrooms 
and a nursery where they played and were 
taught. This room was usually full of books and 
toys (e.g. dolls, model animals, toy soldiers and 
trains).

Kitchen
This was usually in the basement and was 
where all food was prepared and cooked by a 
team of kitchen staff. They usually had stone 
floors and wooden tables. As kitchens were 
located a long way from the dining room, 
some houses had a special lift called a dumb 
waiter to carry dishes of food up and down. 

Servants’ quarters
Where the servants each had a room of their 
own. Lower ranking servants may have shared 
a room.

Lighting
At the beginning of Queen Victoria’s reign, 
houses for both rich and poor were lit using oil 
lamps. These were later replaced by gas lamps 
which were much brighter. By 1879, electric 
light bulbs were invented but these could 
only be afforded by the rich.

Heating
All homes (for both rich and poor people) were 
kept warm using open fires at a fireplace. In 
the kitchen, a large coal fired range was lit and 
used to heat the oven and hob for cooking. 
The water was heated on the range in large 
kettles and it was used to make tea and for 
bathing and washing. These fires were kept 
burning all day long. 

An illustration of a Victorian home.
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Children
Boys and girls all wore dresses until they were around 
six years old. At this age, boys were put into breeches, 
shirts and jackets. Children’s clothes tended to copy 
adult clothes. 

Hats
Middle class men wore a type of hat called a derby, 
whereas upper class men wore top hats. This fashion was 
started by Prince Albert who first wore a top hat in public.

Men 
Men of all classes wore trousers, a shirt and a formal coat. The quality of these items 
varied greatly according to the man’s wealth. Rich Victorian men wore long knee-
length coats called frock coats which were made of silk or velvet. Underneath 
these, they wore suits and a shirt with stiff detachable collars and a silk waistcoat.
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Classrooms
Victorian schools were not the attractive 
and creative places that schools are 
today. The buildings themselves were 
quite gloomy and windows were high up 
so that children were not distracted 
when they were learning. Students sat in 
rows at wooden desks which faced the 
blackboard. The floor of the classroom 
was usually stepped so that the back row 
could still see the blackboard clearly. This 
also meant that the teacher could keep 
an eye on the whole class more easily.

Desks were usually screwed to the floor so they did not move about easily. The desks had 
flaps that could be laid flat for writing and raised to rest books on for reading. There was 
usually a recess to hold a pot of ink so that children could dip their ink pens in. There was 
also a slot to store a slate because the children often wrote on slates (with slate pencils) 
when they first started to learn how to write.A Victorian desk.

A Victorian 
classroom.
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Factories
Before the Industrial Revolution, people made clothes, tools and household 
objects in their own homes. However, with the invention of large machines that 
could produce items quickly, businessmen began to build large factories. Britain 
became famous for making and producing many different goods, including cloth, 
engine parts and simple household objects such as brooms. These were sold all 
over the British Empire.

People left their homes in 
the countryside to work in 
these factories in the towns 
and cities. Working life was 
extremely hard because it 
was tiring, badly paid and 
dangerous. Many people 
suffered terrible injuries.

A pen factory 
in Birmingham.

Illustrations of factories in 
the 18th and 19th centuries.
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act
A law that changes something in a country.

ambassador
A person who promotes and encourages something.

anaesthetic
Something that stops the feeling of pain.

antiseptic
Something that prevents the growth of 
microorganisms that cause disease.

apprentice
A person who is learning a trade.

architecture
Designing and constructing buildings.

bandstand
A covered platform where a band might play 
outdoors.

bathing machine
A hut with wheels that was taken to the edge of the 
sea which people could change in and bathe from.

blackboard
A large board that teachers wrote on with chalk.

blacksmith
A person who makes and repairs things in iron.

board schools
A school that was under the management of a 
School Board.

boneshaker
An early bicycle that had wooden wheels.

breeches
Short trousers that were fastened just below the 
knee.

British Empire
The United Kingdom and other places that were 
under its control.

bustle
A pad that expanded the area at the back of a 
woman’s skirt or dress.

census
An official count of the population of a country.

chamber pot
A bowl that was kept in the bedroom and used as a 
toilet at night.

charity
An organisation that was set up to help people in 
need.

chimney sweep
A person whose job is cleaning out the soot from 
chimneys.

chloroform
A liquid that was used as an anaesthetic.

cholera
An infectious disease of the small intestine.

class
A group of people in society, with a particular social 
or economic status.

colony
A country or area that is under the control of another 
country.

commerce
Buying and selling on a large scale.

compulsory
Something that is required by law.

conflict
A serious disagreement that may result in war.

consumption
A wasting disease, especially from tuberculosis of 
the lungs.

corset
A tight fitting undergarment that was worn to shape a 
woman’s figure.

dame schools
A school where children were taught by a woman in 
her own home.

dictation
Writing words that are spoken by another person.

diphtheria
A contagious bacterial disease.

discovery
Finding something for the first time.

drill
Physical activities that were practised repeatedly.



 

What do you know about Charles Dickens? 

Charles Dickens was born in Portsmouth, England on the 
7th of February 1812. His father, John Dickens, worked for 
the Navy. His mother, Elizabeth Barrow wanted to be a 
teacher. Charles was their eldest son. 

The family often had problems with money and had to 
borrow from friends and family. Mr Dickens’ job meant 
that they had to move around a lot too. 

In February 1824, John Dickens was arrested because he 
owed money and he was sent to prison. The Dickens 
family had to sell everything and Elizabeth had to move 
into the prison with her younger children.  Charles was sent to work at his uncle’s blacking 
factory to earn some money. Blacking is a type of boot polish.  He had to stick labels on pots 
of boot black.  The factory was full of rats and Charles hated the work.  

In April 1824, John Dickens’ mother died and left him £450. He was able to pay off his debts 
and get out of prison. Charles was sent back to school and for the next two years, he went to 
Wellington House Academy.  He had to leave and go to work as his father owed money to 
people. This time he worked in a lawyer’s office. He did not like it, so he left to work as a 
reporter.  Later, he worked for newspapers, travelling around the country and writing his 
reports in a bumpy stagecoach on the way back to London.  

In 1833 Dickens sold his first story and work soon became extremely popular. In 1836 he 
married Catherine Hogarth and they had ten children together. Dickens was recognised as 
he walked around London looking for ideas for his novels. He even went to America to speak 
about his work. He put the things he saw into his books, showing how miserable life was for 
poor people. 

Dickens split from his wife in 1858. He started a 
relationship with an actress, Ellen Ternan. In 1864 he 
was in a train crash. He was unhurt, but ten people 
died and Dickens helped the wounded. The accident 
made him worried about going on trains afterwards. 

Dickens died on the 9th of June 1870, at his home, 
Gad’s Hill Place in Kent. He is buried in Westminster 
Abbey.  Only 12 people went to the burial because 
Dickens wanted a quiet funeral. When he died, he 
was in the middle of writing a new novel called The 
Mystery of Edwin Drood.
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A scene from Oliver.

Charles Dickens
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Florence 
Nightingale

‘The lady with the lamp’ worked hard 
to improve conditions in hospitals. 
This led to a drop in the number of 

infections and deaths of soldiers 
during the Crimean War.

1820 - 1910

Dr. Barnardo

Founder of the charity Barnardo’s, 
providing homes and education 

for poor children.

1845 - 1905



Victorian Times Today

Home

Education

Toys

Work
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An illustration of 
Crystal Palace, built 

for the Great 
Exhibition in 1851.



www.teachingpacks.co.uk
Images: © ThinkStock

©

A boneshaker bicycle from 
the nineteenth century.
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What an exciting journey!
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Across
1. Free schools that were set up to teach the 

poorest children.
3. Queen Victoria's husband.
5. Somebody who steals things from other 

people's pockets.
7. A hat that teachers made some children wear 

in schools.
9. The author of Great Expectations and A 

Christmas Carol.
10. The special event that took place in 1851 and 

was organised by Prince Albert.
12. The engineer who designed the SS Great 

Britain.
13. The nurse who helped to improve conditions in 

Victorian hospitals.
14. Underwear that Victorian women wore to 

make themselves appear more slender.

Down
2. The prime minister who became good friends 

with Queen Victoria.
4. The name of George Stephenson's steam 

engine.
6. Victoria's age when she became queen.
8. Short trousers that were fastened just below 

the knee.
11. An official count of the population of a country.
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