
Twelve-year-old Hassan lives in Sierra Leone and became an orphan  
when his mother died of Ebola. The outbreak meant that Hassan missed 
out on going to school for a whole year. Street Child Sierra Leone,  
a project funded by Comic Relief, has enabled Hassan to go back  
going to school by helping to cover his school fees and providing him  
with a backpack and books.

Use our short film about Hassan as the starting point for some 
inspirational cross-curricular learning with your pupils.

Toys and games
In the film, Hassan plays with a swingball game that he and his friends 
have made out of found materials.
Challenge pupils to use rubbish creatively – cardboard boxes, plastic 
bottles, egg boxes etc. – to design and make a toy or game for themselves 
and their friends.

Curriculum links
 ● Use research and develop design criteria to inform the design of 

innovative, functional, appealing products that are fit for purpose, 
aimed at particular individuals or groups.

 ● Select from and use a wider range of tools and equipment to perform 
practical tasks.

 ● Select from and use a wider range of materials and components.

Facts and figures
The Ebola crisis, which started in Sierra Leone in May 2014 and ended  
in November 2015, had a devastating impact on the country.
Share the following statistics with pupils:

 ● 14,122 people in Sierra Leone were infected by Ebola.

 ● 3,955 people died.

 ● 12,023 children lost one or both of their parents to Ebola.

 ● The average age of children orphaned by Ebola was 9 years old.

Why are statistics like these so powerful?
Ask pupils to create a poster illustrating the facts and figures visually. 
Help them to research other statistics where appropriate. Display the 
posters during Red Nose Week to help everyone understand why the 
school is raising money.

Curriculum links
 ● Interpret and present data using bar charts, pictograms and tables.

 ● Interpret and construct pie charts and line graphs. 

Design And Technology

Maths

Dance for Hassan
Watch the film about Hassan again with pupils. Ask them to look out for his 
movements and body positions at different points in the film. 
Can pupils make up a dance about Hassan? They could work in groups to 
devise movements for different moments in his story, such as playing with 
his friends, carrying things on his head, finding out his mother had died, 
feeling bored and finally at school learning.
Play some traditional music from Sierra Leone to accompany their dance.

Curriculum links
Perform dances using a range of movement patterns.

Physical Education

Children’s rights
Help pupils research a child’s version of the United Nations Declaration  
of the Rights of the Child. Focus in on four rights, for example:

 ● A good quality education.

 ● The best health care possible and information to help you stay well.

 ● Special care and help if you cannot live with your parents.

 ● Play and rest.

Talk with pupils about how these rights are met in their lives. What about 
Hassan’s rights? How has money from Comic Relief made a difference to 
Hassan’s life and right to an education?
Working in small groups, ask them to create a role play about one of the 
rights and why it is so important.

PSHE Association programme of study link
 ● To understand that everyone has human rights, all peoples and all 

societies and that children have their own special rights set out in the 
United Nations Declaration of the Rights of the Child.

 ● That these universal rights are there to protect everyone and have 
primacy over both national law and family and community practices.

 ● To think about the lives of people living in other places, and people with 
different values and customs.

PSHE

Film and assembly
A short film about Hassan’s life and hopes for the future,  
supported by an assembly slide presentation.

Interactive story
A digital resource that explores Hassan’s life in more detail,  
looking at his family, environment and school life.

Learning poster
Starting point for discussion about Hassan’s life. 

All of these resources are available to download  
at rednoseday.com/hassan

Resources
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Key Stage 2
Topic Map

Acrostic Poems
Ask pupils to write an acrostic poem inspired by Hassan’s story. 
Give pupils examples of acrostic poems and talk about how they’re 
structured and the vocabulary and grammar used. Explain that they need 
to choose a word as the basis of their poem: you could suggest ‘Hassan’, 
‘Ebola’ or ‘Red Nose Day’. Encourage them to use a range of vocabulary 
and to capture some of the emotions and issues covered by the film.

Use pupils’ poems to create a display for Red Nose Week.

Curriculum links
 ● Develop positive attitudes towards and stamina for writing  

by writing poetry.

 ● Consider what they are going to write before beginning by planning.

English
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