
Welcome to the Animal Action Education 
Programme from IFAW

featured animals: Elephants

Suitable 
for pupils 

aged 
5 - 10

For more information and additional activities visit:

www.ifaw.org/elephants-never-forget-uk



Female elephants  
and their female offspring 

spend their entire lives 
together. If danger is near, the 
adult elephants stand guard 

around the calves.
Elephants rest their trunks 

on each other’s foreheads to 
show friendship.

Not All The Same!   Pages 3-4
Science: Animals, including humans - Identify and name a variety of  
common animals (Year 1).

Look Like an Elephant, Walk Like an Elephant,  
Remember Like an Elephant,  Page 5
Science: Animals, including humans (Year 1), Living things and their habitats (Year 2).
English: Spoken language (Years 1 - 6). 

More Space, Please!  Pages 6-8
Science: Living things and their habitats (Year 4). 
Geography: Human and physical geography - including land use and the  
distribution of natural resources (Years 3 - 6).
English: Reading - comprehension - retrieve and record information from  
non-fiction (Years 3 - 6).

Ready to Write… About Elephants!  Page 9
Science: Living things and their habitats (Year 4).
English: Writing - composition - writing for different  
purposes (Years 3 - 6).
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This resource includes the following skills for Year 1-6 pupils, 
linked to the 2014 Primary National Curriculum:



Not All the Same!
Name

A scientific activity for Year 1.
This lesson links to Science: Animals, including humans.

Look at the pictures. Cut. Glue to match.
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Not all elephants look the same. Elephants in Asia look different than elephants in Africa.

Elephant From AsiaElephant From Africa

Bigger  
ears

Flat  
back

Smaller  
ears

Rounded 
back

Shorter  
tusks

Longer  
tusks

More 
wrinkled 
trunk

Less 
wrinkled 
trunk
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Elephant From Africa 

Bigger ears

Rounded back

Longer tusks

More-wrinkled trunk

Elephant From Asia 

Smaller ears

Flat back

Shorter tusks

Less-wrinkled trunk

Answer Key

Not All the Same!

For more information and additional activities visit:

www.ifaw.org/elephants-never-forget-uk



An art and role-play activity for Years 1 and 2. 

This lesson links to Science: Animals, including  
humans and Living things and their habitats.  
English: Spoken Language.
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Art
Materials for one elephant craft:  
• Brown or grey paper headband 
• Brown or grey sheet of sugar paper (for ears)
• Brown or grey crepe paper strip (for trunk)
• Scissors
• Glue
• Dark marker

Directions: 
1. Fold the sheet of sugar paper in half.  

Draw an elephant ear. Cut through the folded  
paper to make two ears.

2. Glue each ear to a different side of the headband.
3. Glue the trunk to the strip, between the ears.

 

Group activity
To begin, tell pupils that when elephants travel, they usually walk very 
quietly in a line, led by an older elephant. Ask pupils to wear their 
elephant headbands from the above idea. Then choose one child to be 
the leader and ask the remaining pupils to form a line behind the leader. 
The leader should walk slowly around the classroom, winding through 
desks while the other elephants follow. (For older pupils, add realism 
by designating certain areas as farms or highways that elephants must 
work their way around.) Encourage pupils to gently blow, moving their 
trunks up and down. After a brief time, ask the leader to stop the herd; 
use that opportunity to share an elephant fact from the list to the right. 
Then invite a new leader to take over the journey. (Hint: As you share 
facts, pupils may run across new vocabulary words such as population, 
migration, and vibrations. Encourage your herd to amble over to the 
computer or class library to look up these terms!)

Group activity 
Tell pupils that elephants have amazing memories. Then ask pupils to 
wear their elephant headbands. Perform a series of movements, such 
as tapping your head and clapping your hands. Ask pupils to use their 
elephant memories to repeat the actions. Continue for several rounds, 
adding a new movement each time. For an added challenge, add an 
elephant fact from the list to the sequence too.

Look like an Elephant

Walk like an Elephant

Remember like an Elephant

•Elephants are our largest land animals.

•A newborn elephant can weigh up to 120kg.

•An elephant can eat almost 180kg of food in  
a day.

•An elephant can drink almost 225 litres of 
water in a day.

•Elephants live in family groups. These groups 
include females from several generations and 
young elephants of different ages.

•Elephants are intelligent, social, and 
emotional animals. Scientists believe they 
laugh, cry, and even feel sad.

•Elephants are the only living creatures with a 
trunk.

•Elephants roll in mud to protect their skin from 
sunburn and insect bites.

•Elephants ‘listen’ by feeling vibrations in the 
ground with their feet and trunks.

•Some sounds that elephants make are too 
low in pitch for our ears to hear. But other 
elephants can hear those sounds eight 
kilometres away.

•The elephant population today is half or less 
of what it was 40 years ago. There are about 
550,000 wild elephants living in Africa and Asia.

•Elephants are in danger because farms, 
settlements, and other development cut off 
their migration routes.

•An elephant’s tusks are actually its two front 
teeth.

Elephant facts



China’s last 300  
wild elephants live in a  

small area of rainforest. Local  
farmers were clearing land to 

plant crops. But this destroyed the 
elephants’ habitat. IFAW is helping 

the farmers find new ways to  
make money so they don’t  

need to destroy the  
elephants’ habitat.

Baby Boom
There’s been a baby boom of elephants recently in Amboseli 
National Park. This park is in the African country of Kenya.  
The International Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW) works to 
protect these growing elephant families. IFAW does research 
and supports patrols that prevent poaching (the illegal killing of 
elephants). IFAW also works with those living nearby to create 
safe passageways for elephants.

More Space, Please!
A science and geography activity for Year 4.
This lesson links to Science: Living things and their habitats. Geography: Human and physical 
geography. English: Reading – comprehension.

All over the world, animals and humans share land. 
Animals need land to live, find food, and raise their young. The same is 
true for humans. We clear land for farming and living space. This means 
that some animals, including elephants, are being crowded out of their 
habitats. An animal’s habitat provides space to live, shelter, food, and 
water. Elephants once roamed much of Africa and South Asia. In Africa 
they now live in small pockets scattered across 37 countries. In Asia they 
live in parts of 14 countries.

There are other things that make life difficult for elephants. Many of the 
parks and protected areas where they live are disconnected. Elephants 
roam to find food, shelter, and water. Roads, railways, farms, towns, and 
cities often divide the pathways elephants travel.

Conservation groups are working to protect the elephants. One idea is to 
create safe passageways called corridors. These corridors connect parks 
and other areas that are safe for elephants. That way elephants don’t 
damage crops or roam through towns when they look for food and water. 
The goal is for elephants and humans to live together in peace.
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Questions

What four things do animals need from their habitat?

In your own words, explain why you think humans and  
elephants sometimes have problems getting along.

Which of the following best describes a conservation group? (Tick box)

A.   A group that moves elephants to a zoo 

B.   A group that protects animals and the wild places where they live

In what African country would you find Amboseli National Park?

Where did elephants roam before humans began clearing so much land for
farming and settlements in Africa? Where did they roam in Asia?

What is an elephant corridor? How do these corridors help elephants and people? Explain 
why this is important.

                                                                                

                                   

                                                                                

1

2

3

4

5

6
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Name
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1. Space to live, food, water, shelter.

2. Open to interpretation; Generally, elephants and 
humans come into conflict because elephants 
need to roam across land that is now occupied 
by humans (farms, villages, ranches, roads, 
railways, etc.)

3. B.

4. Kenya.

5. Prior to the rapid growth of African populations, 
elephants roamed throughout most of Africa. 
Today, they are protected in parts of 37 
countries. In Asia, elephants roamed across the 
continent. Today, they are found in parts of  
14 countries.

6. An elephant corridor is a safe passageway  
that allows elephants to move between 
protected areas without passing through 
farms and towns These corridors minimise the 
possibility of conflict between elephants and 
people. The goal is for elephants and people to 
live together in peace.

Answer Key

For more information and additional activities visit:

www.ifaw.org/elephants-never-forget-uk



 

Ready to Write… About Elephants!

Name

A selection of writing activities for Years 3 - 6. 

This lesson links to Science: Living things and their habitats. English: Writing - composition
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 An older female elephant (known as the matriarch) 
keeps the elephant herd together. She also teaches the 
other female elephants how to take care of their young. 
As humans, is it important for older people to teach their 
younger friends and relatives? Why or why not?  
Write about your opinion. Include supporting reasons.

 Elephants live in 37 African countries 
and 14 Asian countries. Should people 
who don’t live in one of these countries be 
responsible for helping elephants?  
Write a short speech that gives your 
opinion. Include at least three reasons that 
support your opinion.

 Just because elephants 
can’t talk doesn’t mean they don’t 
have something to say! Elephants 
communicate with each other in lots 
of ways. They whistle, grunt, stomp 
their feet, bellow, trumpet, rumble, and 
snort. They even wrap their trunks to 
show affection. List at least ten ways 
that you communicate how you feel 
without saying a single word.

 Many elephants are killed by 
people who want the elephants’ ivory 
tusks. This is called poaching, and it is 
illegal. Ivory is used to make carvings, 
statues and other luxury ornaments. 
Write a letter to the editor of your local 
newspaper to explain how you feel 
about the practice of poaching.

 Elephants live in family 
groups that are made up of 
female elephants of all ages 
and young males. The oldest 
female keeps the family 
together. She also helps her herd 
find food and water, and she keeps them safely together. Describe how 
an elephant family is similar to or different from your family.

Check each box after completing the prompt.


