Triad of Impairments
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Social Interaction


Compulsive, ritualistic use of language


Difficulty in making & maintaining friendships -poor turn taking skills


Lack of communicative intent


Lack of concept of self and others as beings with feelings and individual thoughts.


Inability to understand or interpret emotion


Difficulty in imitation / joint attention/working cooperatively 








Solitary and withdrawn





Those who respond passively when approached by others – do not initiate interaction.





‘Active but odd’.





Communication


Poor auditory processing


Impaired social interaction


Speech may be present but not used for spontaneous communication.


Maybe seen as un co-operative or unresponsive


Tantrums or severe fits of distress


Development of language – concrete and literal


Inability to read facial expression, gesture, body language & posture


Impairment of understanding of meaning – semantic and pragmatic.





Rigidity of Thought, Behaviour & Imagination


Skills learnt in isolation and not transferred or generalised.


Preoccupation with sameness


Difficulty with change


Literal use of language


Inability to learn successfully by mistake, trial or error


Poor play skills & difficulty in developing imaginative play


Difficulties in manipulating objects appropriately


Seeming impairment of curiosity of direct world


Repetitive activities  


Inability to differentiate between reality and fantasy
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