Citizenship and geography activity for 7-
to 11-year-olds

This free citizenship and geography
activity is from Save the Children's
Working Children Worldwide: A cross-
curricular resonrce pack on child labour and
lobalisation.
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This activity gives you a real-life scenario
to stimulate debate about child labour
and what can be done about it. There
are roles for six groups to adopt in order
to investigate the issues around children
making footballs in Pakistan and to
explore if boycotts against buying the
footballs would improve conditions for
the children.

Use this free downloadable activity to
complement your current teaching
about the Global Dimension. The
activity comes complete with
background information and role-play
cards to print out.
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Working Children Worldwide: A cross-
curricular resource pack on child labour and
globalisation provides the information,
activities and materials needed to take
pupils on an investigation of children's
work, past and present. It's cross
curricular approach enables teachers to
cover core-curriculum requirements and
teach key skills in PSHE/ Citizenship,
Geography, History, English and
Literacy.

Working Children Worldwide is available to
purchase for £15.00 plus post and packing
from Save the Children, c/o NBN
International, Estover Road, Plymouth, PL6
PY

Tel 01752 202 301

Email orders@nbninternational.com

or order online at
www.savethechildren.org.uk/publications

This is one of a seriesof teading packs
covering different parts of the curriculum
based on the experiences of the children Save
the Children works with around the world.
Other titlesinclude

Young Citizens: Children as active citizens
around the world. A teaching pack for key
stage 2

Partners in Rights: Creative activities
exploring rights and citizenship for 7—14-year
olds

Families: Stories, activities and photographs
Jfor approaching citizenship through the theme
of families

Young Lives, Global Goals: Children, Poverty
and the Millennium Development Goals

For more information on these and other

publications for schools go to

www.savethechildren.org.uk/publications
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ACTIVITY 3.6
Football simulation

Summar y

A substantial role play where pupils represent
different groups concerned with a possible
campaign calling for a boycott of footballs
stitched by children. This may take up to two
lessons of an hour each.

Learning objectiv es

¥ To evaluatdhe valueof boycottsin combating
childlabour

¥ To recognisendexplorea rangeof opinions
on how bestto helpworkingchildren.

Preparation

Copy andcut out a setof Football cards
(activitymastes 17 and 18).

Instructions

1. The clasgs dividedinto sixgroupsEachgroup
isgiven the role-pla cardbestsuitedto them.

2. Theteachersetsthe sceneA footballteam
hasbeenasled by campaignerto launcha
boycott of popularleatherfootballsstitched
by childrenaswell asadultsin PakistarThe
childrenoften missout on schoolandthe
campaignersa thisistotally unacceptae.
(Seebelow.)

3. The teacherexplainghe conceptof a boycott.

4. Eachgroupis given 15D20mirutesto discuss

their positionandcary out the taskson their
card.

. Thefootballteamhostsan enquiry, sitting

at the front of the classTheyintroduce
themselgsby readingout their statement
andlistento representationfom the other
groupswho readout whatthey hase
preparedfor examplethe Ochildreréadout
their letterWhile the enquily is takingplace
the Orepaers@nishtheir report in a quiet
place

. Thefootballteamretiresto a quietplaceto

discussheir decisionlThe reporters retum
andreadout their report to the class.

. Thefootballteamretumsandannounces

their decision.

. The teacherdebriefsthe classencourging

themto settheir rolesasideandreviewthe
footballteam&decision.

Talking points
¥ Why canboycottsdo more ham thangood?

¥ What needsto changeso the childrendo not

hase to stitchfootballs?

¥ What other actionscouldthe teamtake to

helpimprove the livesof workingchildren?

¥ Why isit important that childrengo to
school?

Extract from Working Children Worldwide © Save the Children 2004
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{ Footballs, brand names, boycotts and working childr en

The involvementof childrenworkingin the footballstitchingndusty first
becamewidely knonvn aroundthe time of the 1994 FootbalWorld Cup
Inthe US pressuregroupsbecameawarethat childrenwere involved in
footballstitchingn Sialkt, anareaof Pakistarin whichfootballsare
producedfor export. Consumes were mobilisedo bringpressureon
intemationabrandssuchasNike andAdidasandon the Intemational
Fedeation of FootballAssociation§-1iA) andthe World Fedeation of
Spotting GoodsIndustires(WFSGI).

Concensahut childrenworkingin the footballstitchingndusty led to
researctby Sae the Childreninto the situationfacedby thesechildren.
In 1997the weightof intemationapressurded to the signingf an
agreemenbetweenthe Sialkt Chamberof Commercethe
IntemationalLabourOrganizatiomnd UNICERo eliminatechildlabour
in the footballstitchingndusty in Sialkt. Togetherwith Save the
Childrentheseorganisationattemptedto getchildrenout of football
stitchingandinto schoolAs part of thisprocessfamiliesvere provided
with creditto setup businesse® reducethe householdooverty that
pushe<hildreninto work.

The approachthen,wasnot a crude boycott or blanlet banb although
a boycott hadbeenthreatenedRatherthe organisationsvolved were
keento providealtenativesto footballstitchingo childrenandfamilies.
Today, the vastmajoiity of childreninvolved in the projectno longer
work full-timein footballstitchingand mary childrenwho were not
previoust goingto schoolhae now statted doingsa

Save the Children
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Football team

You areshocled to hearthat You hase organisednenquiry Prepare the statement that
childrenstitchthe footballs andthe followinggroupswill you will read to introduce
usedby your club Butyou want  be present: your team at the enquiry.
t(_) ﬁnq out more aboutthe V The children Write down your team name
situationbebre you decide . and the football history of
whatto do ¥ The campaigner lub

' ¥ The compay your ciub.

¥ The Iocalcha'rty

Children

Like mary other childrenin other itemsFootballstitchings
your villageyou helpyour better thanary of the other
parentsstitchleatherfootballs. jobsyou coulddo.

¥ Someof you goto schooland
schoolcostsmoneylf you didnOt ™
stitchfootballsyou wouldnCie
ale to goto schoolat all.

So .
But Write a letter to the football

¥ You have to work to help You areAGAINSTa boycott
your famiy to buy food and even thoughyou would like to

You say:

¥ Stitchingneansyou hare to
sitstillfor alongtime andit
strainsyour handsandeyes.

club to tell them why you are
totally against the boycott.

stopwork.
Campaigners
Your campaigmvill askfootball ¥ Theonly way to helpthese Decide on a name for
clubsnot to buy the footballs childrenisto stop buyingthe your campaign group.
madeby children. footballs. _ Write a leaflet asking all
) ¥ A boycott will force the

You argue: that sellghemt footballers to support the
¥ It iswrongfor childrento c?mpary | 6_1 seh.ldem ° boycott and explain why

work. stopemplg/ingeniidren. they should, as simply as

¥ Eery childhasthe rightto go  So possible. Make up a slogan

to schoolandto restandplay. ~ You are FORthe boycott. for your campaign.
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Company

Your compayn sellstop-quality
leatherfootballsTheyare hand
stitchedby adultsandchildren
in Pakistan.

You want to point out that:

¥ You are simpy providing
work for peoplewho want
to work.

¥ Thework you provideis
not dangerou®r unhealtly
unlile someother work

childrendo in the area(such
asbrick makingandmaking
sumgicalinstuments).

¥ The pay per footballisthe
samefor childrenandadults.
In other work, childrenare
paidless.

So
ThereisNO REASONfor a
boycott.

Decide on a name for your
company.

Prepare a short statement for
your company website, giving
your point of view. Remember
that you want to come across as
a responsible, caring company.

Local charity

You area chaity planningo
work with poor familiesvho
stitchfootballsfor a living.

Your research shows that:

¥ Mary familiesouldnot
suwvive without the money
that their childreneamn from

st|tch|ng‘ootballs S

So

You intendto:

¥ meetwith the football
companiesandtry to get
themto pay adultsmore so
that their childrendonOhave
to work

¥ offer to lendmoneyto
familiesvho wantto try to
male more moneyby statting
their own smallbusinesses

¥ encourgeschoolgo help
the workingchildrenby, for
exampleallovingthemto
cometo schoolwhenthey
canandaranging:lasses
for them.

Think of a name for your
charity. Then write a letter to
your local newspaper, setting
out what you intend to do.

Reporters

You arewritinga newspaper/
radio/TVnewsreport about
the proposedboycott
campaignou needto find
out more. Senda reporter

to interview eachgroupand
gettheirviews.

They are:
¥ the footballteam
¥ the children

¥ the parents

¥ the campaigner
¥ the compary

¥ thelocalchaity.

Bring back your findings
and write a short news
report together.
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