Harvest

Narrator 1

Maximus mouse lives in a church with lots of other mice. His friend is Patrick, who lives in the Sunday School cupboard with his wife Paula and their mouselings. If there was one season that Maximus looked forward to more than any other-it was harvest.

Narrator 2

It was the time in the year when people brought lots of lovely food to church. They played a funny sort of game with him-they put the food in lots of different places. He had to chase all over the church to find what he wanted. Fruit was put on the windowsills, vegetables laid around the pulpit, flowers filled the vases and often there was a sheaf of corn. 

Maximus

Come on! Let’s see what other food we can find! 

Patrick

I think I can smell some bread. It’s making my whiskers twitch!

Narrator 1

Maximus really looked forward to harvest. It wasn’t only the adults who brought him lots of food. There was always a Family Service and the children brought baskets and boxes with even more. Maximus was very grateful to everyone but, even with Patrick and Paula and the mouselings, they could never eat it all.

Maximus

I hope they sing a hymn in the harvest service. My favourite is ‘All things bright and beautiful’ .

Patrick

That’s only because you think that that the words ‘all creatures great and small’ were about you! 

Maximus

I don’t know who the great is but the small is definitely me. Do you remember my own verse to the hymn?

Mice


Each little mouse is grateful


Just listen to them squeak.


So thank you everybody-


Can we have it every week?

Narrator 2

By the time the Family Service started Maximus, Patrick, Paula and the mouselings had already eaten far more than they should. They had found delicious red apples by the organ, a banana on the pulpit, several ears of corn had disappeared from the big sheaf and there was even a small piece missing from the special harvest loaf.

Paula

Quick! The Harvest Festival is about to start.  The mouselings are already hiding. Posie, go and join the others! They’re  looking forward to singing the hymns the hymns and listening to the prayers. Here’s the vicar to speak.

Vicar

Harvest is a wonderful time. It is a time when we come to church and say ‘thank you’ to God for all the good things he has given us. Some people think that harvest is only about food.

Maximus  (whispering to Patrick)

Of course it is. That’s why I think harvest is best.

Vicar

It is much more than that. At harvest we do say ‘thank you’ to God but we do it for many reasons. I wonder if one of the children would come out and spell HARVEST for me?

All mouselings put their paws in the air but of course the vicar 

doesn’t see them.

Right, _________________, how does it go?

_______________

H, A, R, V, E, S, T

Vicar

Quite right. Now please hold this card (large letter H)

H stands for our HOMES.

We thank God at harvest that we have homes. Homes that are warm and clean and comfortable. Homes where we can be part of a loving family.

R stands for RECREATION

That’s a big word meaning play and games, holidays, having fun and enjoying yourself. We thank God at harvest that we can do these things.

V stands for VEGETABLES

We may not always like eating green cabbage but we have lots of fruit and vegetables to enjoy. Look around and you will see apples and bananas, carrots and cabbage, and many more. You know, I think our church mice enjoy them too-I’ve noticed some small bites in some of the fruit.



Maximus and the others look very embarrassed

E stands for EDUCATION

Louise came out to the front and spelled the word HARVEST for us. She was able to do that because she has been to school and learnt to read. We enjoy many things in our lives because of our education-because we can read and write and understand numbers. At harvest we thank God for our education and for all those who teach us.

T stands for THANKS

At harvest we come to say a big ‘thank you’ to God for all the wonderful things that he gives us-our homes, our recreation, our food and our education.


Mouselings start chattering

Paula

Shhh! Listen to what’s going on!

Posie

But Mum, the vicar can’t spell. He’s missed out two letters.

Paula

Sh…listen. Perhaps he hasn’t finished.

Vicar

So that’s what our letters stand for. But H, R, V, E, T don’t spell harvest. There are two letters missing.

A stands for ALL

At harvest we shouldn’t just think of ourselves. We should think of ALL people everywhere. We should think of those who have no homes, who cannot play because they are ill, of those who do not ever have enough to eat and of those who have no schools to go to. 

S stands for SHARE
It is those with whom we should SHARE our harvest.

Your gifts of food will be shared with people nearby. 

Vicar

As we thank God at harvest for what we have, so we pray for those who have very little. 

Maximus

There’s more to harvest than I ever thought. 

Patrick

Yes, I must remember those letters.

Harvest is a happy time-made even happier when we share it. Hands together and eyes closed for our harvest prayer.

Prayer



Loving Father,



You give us so much-our food, our homes, our play and the love

Of those who care for us. Help us to remember that many people are hungry or homeless, have no schools or play. Help us to show

Them your love by caring for them. Amen

