Thank you for taking part in Pound a Poem.....a simple, educational and inspiring way for your school to raise money for Cancer Research UK. This fundraising event and competition is an ideal chance for your pupils to all become poets whilst raising money for children suffering with Cancer.

There are several different approaches you could take to organising your school or class’ involvement...whichever route you choose remember that the overall goal is for your children to donate a pound for every poem they write.  

Each school will then judge their own entries and choose one winner from each year group to enter into our national competition. 64 regional winners will have their poems published in a book and 4 final winners will receive exciting prizes for their schools and their family.
Pound a Poem links in perfectly with the Every Child Matters Agenda giving children the power to make a difference as citizens across the UK.

Pound a Poem has worked very hard with teachers right from the start of the project to ensure that the event fits in with school life without any additional hassle !!  We appreciate how busy school life can be and want this project to add to your already creative approach to teaching.  

We have created: 

· suggested approaches for the school to implement the project

· a topic web with suggested ideas linked to all curriculum areas

· lesson plans to show you how to link some of our ideas from the topic web

· suggested links to useful web sites for teachers, children and parents

Click on the above bullet points for direct links to the material available

So here are some of the ways you can get things started in your school……….

1. Firstly decide if you are going to plan this as a whole school event or with your individual class

2. Dedicate a ‘Pound a Poem’ Day to the diary and make this the focus of activities throughout the school. 

3. Use your weekly literacy plan to teach poetry appropriate to your year group and end by producing your Pound A Poem entries 

4. Use the opportunity to plan a creative writing week at school with the last day culminating in teachers selecting four winning poems to enter into the National Competition

5. Plan a cross curricular half termly project using our topic web as a guide

6. Use examples from the project as part of your evidence for Healthy Schools Status

7. Why not aim to announce your school’s 4 overall winners at your Harvest Assembly.  The poems could be displayed, printed in the school newsletter or even sent into the local press

8. The timing of the project fits perfectly with Harvest Festival, British Food Fortnight (23rd September-8th October), National Poetry Day (5th October) and World Food day 

You may wish to involve others within your wider community by:

· Inviting parents and governors into school to take part in paired writing activities with the children.

· Asking your governors to help judge the entries

· Using local poets to launch to the event, motivate children in assemblies and perhaps be involved in judging entries within your school

· Linking with you catering providers to support events by promoting healthy eating

· Hosting a ‘Poetry Reading’ in the evening with a display representing entries throughout the school

· Asking your local CRUK branch to speak in assembly 

WEB LINKS POUND A POEM WEB LINKS POUND A POEM WEB LINKS

http://www.poetrysociety.org.uk/education/youngpo/ypindex.htm
http://www.poetrysociety.org.uk/education/skoolkit/theme_04.htm
(links to 2004 Food Poetry Theme)

http://www.poetryarchive.org/childrensarchive/singlePoem.do?poemId=2640
Blackberry Eating by Galway Kinnell

http://www.poetryarchive.org/childrensarchive/home.do
http://www.poetryzone.ndirect.co.uk/index2.htm
teachers resources very good

http://www.poetryclass.net/kids.htm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/arts/books/
bbc arts page has great interactive poetry section

http://www.poetry4kids.com/index.php 

http://www.poemhunter.com/
http://www.childrenspoetrybookshelf.co.uk/default.asp
http://ettcweb.lr.k12.nj.us/forms/newpoem.htm
www.gigglepoetry.com
www.josephinehart.com
www.nationalgallery.org.uk
www.arcimboldo.art.pl/english/index1.htm
www.nickjr/nicktrition
http://www.britishfoodfortnight.co.uk/
http://www.dole5aday.com/Teachers/T_Home.jsp 

an incredible American website

www.5ADAY.nhs.uk
www.nutrition.org.uk
http://www.oxfam.org.uk/coolplanet/kidsweb/food.htm
www.coolfoodplanet.org
www.qca.org.uk
