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Long-eared Owls are typical owls. They are found in Europe, Asia and North America. They migrate south during the cold winter months.
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Long-eared Owls are medium sized. They are 31-37cms tall and their wings are 86-98cms long.
Long-eared owls have tall black ear-tufts. They have brownish feathers with black streaks and bars. They have large, bright orange eyes and their face disks are a rusty colour with white feathers that make an ‘X’ between their eyes. The female Long-eared Owls are larger than the males and usually are a darker colour. Both male and female have black beaks.
Long-eared Owls live mainly in woodland areas but they hunt over open land, feeding on small mammals and rodents in the spring and summer and small birds in the winter.  
Long-eared Owls get their name because of the long ear-tufts on the top of their heads. These tufts actually have nothing to do with the owl’s ears. Its ears are small holes on the sides of its head. The ear-tufts are just tall feathers on the owl’s head.
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Long-eared Owls nest in trees and usually use the old stick nests left by other birds such as crows, ravens or hawks.
Long-eared Owls breed from February to July and a female will usually lay 4-6 eggs. The eggs are pure white and smooth. The chicks will hatch around 25-30 days. The chicks leave the nest after about 3 weeks and start walking along branches but they cannot fly until they are about 5 weeks old. They will leave the nest completely when they are 8 weeks old.
�





�





�





�





�





�





�








