Camelsdale First School Email Project, YR, Autumn 2000

Background to the project

Last year a Y 3 child was absent for 3 weeks due to an acddent. During thistime, regular email
correspondencetook place between him and his classnates and, as a schod, we began torealise alittl e
of the potential of such schod/home mmmunication. In thefirst newsletter to go aut in the new
academic year we asked parents to let the schod have an email address if they have one. They could
write it on areply dip to be handed back in at schod, or better still, they could email their child'sclass
so that we would know their addressfrom the message receved. In my YR classthis has developed
into quite a projed and has proved extremely enjoyable and worthwhil e.

Development of the Project in Pandas Class (Y R)

Asthefirst messages began to arrive from parents | took to cheding the email with the children as part
of first registration and during our regular 'Snack and Chat' sesson immediatdly after first break. | now
have a system whereby the dasshelper's for that day do thisfor me, enabling all to have aturn over
each 3 week period. Thefallowing are examples of some of these early messages.

Dear Pandas

My son Jack has just joined your classthis week for
thefirst time, and he has told me how much fun he has
with you all! | hope you all are enjoying yourselves
too.

| have included a picture of Thomas the Tank Engine.
He has a web site http://www.thomasthetankengine.com/

Perhaps Jck or the dasswould liketo send me an
email sometime.

Have alovely day and say hell o to Jack for me.

Alastair Hamilton

P.S. I will have alodk at your web site later on today...

Hello Seton and classmates,
did you all have a good lunch?
Have a fun afternoon.

From Lesley, Seton's mum

Hi Mum

I'm having alovely time. Itsfun. There'salot of bricks. | got a sticker on my jumper
from Mrs Palmer because | did a picture of the whole dty waking up

Love from Seton

Emily was particularly deli ghted when bath her parentsreplied to her first message within half an hour!



Hello!

| was just playing in the home @rner. | was the mummy. Dani€ell e was the
five year one and Danid was dressd upas the policeman. It was good.

I've had alovely day today.
Hugs and kisss
Emily

XXXXXXXXXXXX KX XXX

Dear Emily

Hello - it's mummy here. I've just got back to my desk and found your
letter. Thisisthe nicest email | have had today and | am very happy to
hear from you!

| will seeyou later - remember | will pick you upfrom Benedicte's house
love Mummy

Emily
Niceto hear you've been having fun on the mmputer
Daddy

M essages from Abroad

The next development came when Matthew's Dad went on a businesstrip abroad:-

Hi Matthew and all you Pandas

Daddy here, working very hard down here dter an 11hr long flight
over.

Y esterday we saw some whales, what afantastic sight to see!!,
They were SOUTHERN RIGHT WHALES apparently and one
was only 100yds from the bead!.

More news later, hope your ea is now well.
Love from
Daddy

PSand hi to Mrs Carter too!

Matthew says thank you for writing, Daddy.
My ear is nearly better. We are going to get changed and do PE later.
Have a niceday,

Love from Matthew



The dildren naturally wanted to know where these messages were coming from and so | introduced
them to the globe which | always have hanging in my classoom. Therewas a deli ghtful moment when
anew message was receéved from abroad and one of the dil dren instantly swung round to look at the
globe, with an excited call of, "Show uswhereit isl". We have now recéved Email s from various
family membersin South Africa, Switzerland, Florida and Australia. One mother who does not have
Internet accesshersdf gave the dassEmail addressto her sister in Australia:-

Hello, Polly - Hope this makes it as | don't know if | got your address right
- mummy didn't tell me if it was big or little letters.

Lots of love, Aunty Melly.

Hello Aunty Melly

Areyou having anicetime at Australia & your house?

I'm doing maths activities now - | like doing the multili nk bricks best.
Love from Polly

XXXXXXKXXXXXXKXKXXXXKKXKXXXX

M essages Within School

To make sure that every child could fed part of thiswork we were able to have dhildren sending email s
within the schod, either to the Headteacher, or to one of my clasgoom assstants who does clerical
work at a networked computer in the staffroom during some afternoons. In thisway, by half term
every child has now sent an email. Hereisan example of such an interchange between the dassand
the Head:-

Dea Pandas,

Thank youfor your letter and for
the lovely picture.

Perhaps you could draw a picture
of thisweek's asseembly music....a
clown dancing in clogs at a

ball et~ how funny!

From Mrs Pamer xx

Hello Mrs Palmer

| have done you a picture of the down with the dogs. Shall | bring it to you
tomorrow?

Love from Lonita



Dea Lonita,

| would love the picture with the
clogs. Please bring it tome. | am
glad you like the music.

From Mrs Palmer

L atest Developments

Adam, a pupl, has taken to emaili ng the dassfrom home, espedally when thereis ©mething very
important that he doesn't want the dassto forget!

Hell o every body. When you read thisit will be Friday 13th October and it's my
Birthday! | am 5 years old.

| think | am the oldest in the Pandas class Am | right?

From Adam

Parents are also beginning to use this method to communicate with me about other issues sich as
proposed medings after schod, the time of the Harvest Festival etc..

One diild in the dasshas arrived at schod with particularly well devel oped literacy skills. The amail
projed has enabled her to ‘write for a purpose, and by sometimes all owing her to write independently
and sometimes giving her support sheisclearly making progresswith her writing even during thisfirst
half term:-

Hello mummy and daddy i love you.i have been

playing.l ovegrace XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXEXKXXXXXEXKXKKXXKXKXXKXXXKXXXXXXK
XHXXXXXKHKHKXXIKKKKXXEKKHKKXXIEKKXKXIEXEKKXKXIXEXEKKXKXIXIXKKKKXIXIXKXXKXXIXKXXXXKK
XXXXXXKHKHKXXIKKHXKXXEEKKHKKXIXIEKKXKXIXEEKKXKXIXEXEKKXKXIXEXKKXKXIXEXKXXKXIXIXKXXXXKK
XXXXXHXXXXXXXXEXXXKXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXI K hgfds\ssdgj

) 9,.9,0.9.9.9.9.9.9.9.0.9.9.90.9.9.9.9.9.0.0.9.9.9.9.9.9.9.0.90.9.999.90.999009000.0.9.0¢

1 9,.9.9.0.9.9.9.9.9.9.9.9.9.9.0.9.0.9.9.9.9.9.9.9.9.9.9.9.9.9.9.99.90.99000

Hell o Jamie and Daddy and mummy

the pandas have Been working all day

love from Grace

(PS Fom Mrs. Carter - don't believe aword of it!!!)

To Muma I am having good time
I am playing With Benedicte
Love From Grace.

| have also been very happy to receve an email from Graceat home over half-term. | fdt it was
important that she did not lose any of her momentum. When a parent sent in an email with
photographs included within the body of the amail | asked how they had done that and receved a



tutorial by email the following day. One mother was proud to send us her first ever email, having
dedded that, if her 4 year old could do it then so could she!

Evaluation of the Project

This projed has evolved rather than having been tightly planned, but it has been well worth finding the
time for within atight timetable. Benefits can be seen with 3 separate FS Areas of Learning.

In Language and Literacy it has provided opportuniti es for chil dren to olserve the writing processon a
computer, to dedde upon what they want to say in a message and to be involved in the reading of
messages receved. It has provided Gracewith a most enjoyable way of practising her early writing
skill s on the omputer, and one that has kept the interest of one so young for week after week.

In Personal, Social and Emational Development the dil dren are aware of their parent'sinterest in their
schod activities and that their parents are still t hinking about them even while apart. The continued
contact with 2 fathers who have been away on businesstrips has srved a very real purposein kegoing
the dhildren in touch with the absent parent.

In Knowledge and Understand of the World there has been the purposeful introduction to the globe as
well asall theICT learning. Thereisadeveoping understanding of the processof emailing which |
have described in terms of the @eation of a message on our computer, the sending of that messageto a
bigger computer called a server, the clledion of that message by the redpient when they ched their
email. They have no more problem accepting this than they do with using atelephoneto talk to
Granny. A wealth of computer language has been introduced to them: double dick, seled, scroll
down, spacebar, shift key, return key, Send and Recéve dc.. The dildren have taken to adding
strings of kisss to the end of their messages (very Early Years!) and so have experienced the fact that
if you hold a key down it continues to repeat its action. Thiswill undoubtedly help these chil dren with
their early Word Processng as achieving just one output for each key hit often proves quite a hurdle to
be overcome.

ICT moveson at such aratethat we all have to be open to continually learning morein thisarea. With
this projed there has been clear evidencethat the dil dren, the parents and myself have all found
opportunitiesto learn.

Veronica Carter

Early Y ears Co-ordinator
Camelsdale First Schod
www.pavili on.co.uk/camel sdal ef
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