What is a beautiful building? 

Lesson plan for key stage 3 (adaptable for key stage 4) 

English, Art and Design, PSHEe - 1 hour

This lesson is designed to generate discussion about beauty in relation to the built environment. It can be used as preparation for entering the Engaging Places ‘Beautiful Building’ school’s competition or as a stand alone lesson.

Resources needed

Image bank pictures of buildings, mascot, digital camera, whiteboard and software to display photos

See http://www.engagingplaces.org.uk/news/art79248 
Starter (5  mins)

Using images from the image bank, show students a range of pictures of buildings. Ask them to vote on whether they find each building beautiful or not. For each vote ask 1-2 students to justify their decision and record any words/phrases they use which relate to judging beauty on the board. 

Main

Ask students to individually compile a list of questions that could be used to judge whether or not a building was beautiful. For example ‘Is the building’s shape beautiful?’ Feedback and collate into a class set. (10 mins)

Pick two images from the image bank. Individually students should compare the two buildings using their questions to decide which is the more beautiful. More able students could be encouraged to think about details in the photographs for example paint finishes or colours. Any new necessary questions should be added to the class set. (15 mins)

Move the students to think about their school building. If they were judging its beauty would they need to add any questions to the class set? (5 mins)

Divide students into small groups and allow each group to use the questions to decide on an area of the school building they consider beautiful. Introduce the mascot who should appear in photos. Students go to the areas they’ve chosen and take a photograph of the mascot enjoying the beautiful area of the school. (10 mins)

Plenary (5 mins)

Upload all pictures to a whiteboard and ask students to vote for their favourite. If you are a school in Greater London you can send this photo to the Engaging Places team as your entry to the competition.

Suggested key vocabulary: 

Words associated with beauty: young, new, healthy, natural, safe, clean, friendly, colourful, surprising, unique, personal, sense of history, stories, sense of belonging, pride of place. 
Words describing building materials: hard, soft, solid, dense, heavy, light, brick, concrete, wood, sand, rock, pebble, stone, boulder, colourful, new, shiny, reflective, bright, old, dark, broken.
Curriculum links

English
Speaking and listening – speak in a range of contexts; listen, understand and respond appropriately; talk effectively as part of a group

Writing – write clearly and coherently; use imaginative vocabulary; use accurate grammar and spelling; present views clearly and logically; explain and describe relevantly and clearly.

Art and Design
Exploring and create – develop ideas; make purposeful images

Explore media processes and techniques

Work collaboratively; respond to the school’s location and local culture; make links between art and design and other subjects.

PSHEE

Critical reflection
