What is a beautiful building? 

Lesson plan for key stage 1 or 2 

English, Art and Design, PSHE and citizenship- 1 hour

This lesson is designed to generate discussion about beauty in relation to the built environment. It can be used as preparation for entering the Engaging Places ‘Beautiful Building’ school’s competition or as a stand alone lesson.

Resources needed

Image bank pictures of buildings, mascot, digital camera, whiteboard and software to display photos

See http://www.engagingplaces.org.uk/news/art79248 
Starter (10 mins)

Ask the pupils to think of one thing that they find beautiful (at this stage this doesn’t have to be a building). Gather some ideas. Why do they find these things beautiful? What do we mean by beautiful? Record the words they use to describe beauty to use later. 

Main

Focus the discussion on to buildings. Show images from the image bank. For each picture ask the pupils to vote if they think the building shown is beautiful. Perhaps they will find a section (rather than the whole) beautiful. (10 mins)

What features of the buildings do they find beautiful? What materials do they find engaging? Begin to make a list of attributes of a beautiful building using words from the starter plus others (some suggested vocabulary below) (15min)

Using the list of attributes, move the discussion to consider their school building. What areas could be considered beautiful? (10 mins)

Introduce the mascot. Split pupils into small groups and allow each group to decide on an area of the school building they consider beautiful. Pupils (with a teaching assistant) go to the areas they’ve chosen and take a photograph of the mascot enjoying the beautiful area of the school. (10 mins)

Plenary (5 mins)

Upload all pictures to a whiteboard and ask pupils to vote for their favourite. If you are a school in Greater London you can send this photo to the Engaging Places team as your entry to the competition.

Suggested key vocabulary: 

Words associated with beauty: young, new, healthy, natural, safe, clean, friendly, colourful, surprising, unique, personal, sense of history, stories, sense of belonging, pride of place. 
Words describing building materials: hard, soft, solid, dense, heavy, light, brick, concrete, wood, sand, rock, pebble, stone, boulder, colourful, new, shiny, reflective, bright, old, dark, broken.
Curriculum links

English
Speaking and listening – speak in a range of contexts; listen, understand and respond appropriately; talk effectively as part of a group

Art and Design
Exploring and developing ideas

Investigating and making art

Breadth of study – explore a range of starting points for practical work; work collaboratively on projects, use a range of materials and processes

PSHE and Citizenship
Developing confidence – develop and share opinions
